Veterans Day 2020
A special advertising supplement to

Dedicated to all the men, women and their
families that serve our country, because

Freedom
is notFree.

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

2C Wednesday, November 11, 2020

The Sampson Independent

100 Years of
Honoring Veterans
Parade tradition continues in Warsaw
By Chase Jordan
cjordan@clintonnc.com

In downtown Warsaw, four F-15
fighter jets from the United States
Air Force zoomed above a crowd
looking up towards the sky.
After cheers and clapping for
the quick arrival and departure,
excitement for the annual Warsaw
Veterans Day Parade was underway
— a tradition going back a century.
Saturday’s 100th celebration
was nothing short of amazing
as onlookers from all over North
Carolina lined the streets for the
parade. It’s a tradition held on the
first Saturday in November. On
the main stage, Warsaw Mayor
A.J. Connors spoke about how
celebration honors men and
women who bravely served the
country.
“We’re so grateful that they were
willing to serve our great country
to make it possible so we can enjoy
this day,” Connors said.
The 100th observance was
hosted by the Warsaw Chamber
of Commerce. It’s known as the
oldest consecutive Veterans
Day celebration in the United
States. Some of the other features
included a barbecue lunch
fundraiser hosted by the Warsaw
Fire Department, vendors, and
a Boy Scout Flag Retirement
Ceremony.
The history dates back to the
early 1920s when Henry Stevens
Jr., a World War I veteran, started
the first parade to honor soldiers.
From that moment, it got bigger
each year. With his patriotism,
Stevens led the national American
Legion organization after being
elected in 1931. During his time,
he started many programs to
benefit veterans — one of many
military and community related
accomplishments in his lifetime.
Prior to the parade, a memorial
service was hosted Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 9810. The event
featured remarks and a wreath
placement next to veterans
monument by Auxiliary President

Debbie Lucas. During the service,
Brad Bierowski, post chaplain,
gave the invocation and spoke
about the role faith plays in the
life of a soldier, especially when
they’re surrounded by war and
there’s no peace at the moment.
Bierowski said a chaplain
provided comfort during his
service and others.
“Thank God for the chaplain,”
he said. “Thank God for the
American men and women who
went overseas and fought for this
country. Thank God, that God
is still in charge. I know that I’m
going to hear flack today, it may
be from some here. But God did
for me, makes it worth it.”

A group of planes
fly over Downtown
Warsaw.
Photos by Chase
Jordan|Sampson
Independent

See PARADE | C3

During the annual Veterans Day Parade, a member of
the Special Forces Parachute Teams jumps from a plane.

Ann Knowles, director of the Sampson County Veterans
Services, greets the crowd during the 100th Annual
Veterans Day Parade.

Caroline Cubas, Majestic Miss Onslow,
smiles and waves during the parade.
James Kenan High School JROTC presents
the Colors during the parade and
memorial service in Warsaw.

Pilots from the U.S.
Air Force fly over the
parade route for the
annual Veterans Day
Parade in Warsaw.

The Special Forces Parachute Jump Team
gets attention from the crowd.

An aircraft leaves a smoke trail during
a flyover during the 100th Veterans Day
Parade in Warsaw.

A youth salutes and
honors veterans
during the parade.

Veterans and members of the Sampson County
Veterans Council wave at paradegoers during
the 100th Veterans celebration in Warsaw.

Honoring All
Who Serve
And Have
Served

Craig Armstrong, 2019-2020 state commander
for the North Carolina VFW, faces the flag and
salutes during the memorial program.

Today…
and every day
we are
grateful for
our military service personnel,
past and present, and the
families who support them!

We are humbled and
thankful for your service
Turner Auto Parts
Charles Turner • Ryan Turner

370 NE Center St. (Hwy 117) • Faison NC 28341

910-267-0621 • 1-888-267-8117
turnerautoparts@gmail.com

412 Southeast Blvd,
Clinton

www.mtolivepickles.com

910-590-2005

NissanofClinton.com

Specializing in Hydraulic Hoses, Auto, Ag, Marine, and
Industry. Tires, Brakes, Service and More!
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Parade
From page C2

Bierowski said he
never saw a politician
in the foxhole next to
him. Bierowski believes
there’s a lot of good
ones, but he expressed
his concerns about
the ones making bad
decisions affecting
everyone.
“I’m praying now
that God will guide
those in power to do
the right thing,” he
said before praying for
the men and women
guarding the freedom
gates of the United
States and those who
died protecting it.
Craig Armstrong,
past VFW North
Carolina Department
Commander, delivered
the address for the
memorial ceremony.
He acknowledged
veterans from War
War II and other
conflicts that followed.
Recognition was also
given to cold war
veterans who never
served in a war.
“It takes all of us
to complete that
mission,” Armstrong
said. “There’s a lot of
people who can’t get
into the VFW because
they didn’t serve in
a foreign war, but
they were back doing
what needed to be
done. That’s why we
honor all veterans on
Veterans Day.”
The VFW serves
23,000 people in
North Carolina, which
is home to military
installations, Fort
Bragg and Camp
Lejeune. Armstrong
encouraged eligible
veterans to join
organizations such as
the American Legion
and VFW.
“All of these
organizations are
doing great jobs in
your community as
you can see what’s
going on today,”
Armstrong said. “It’
great to be here …
God bless America.”

Warsaw and North Carolina honor men and women who served during the 100th Veterans
Day Parade. The event featured many organizations, businesses, and people showing their
appreciation to veterans.
Photos by Chase Jordan|Sampson Independent

A Prayer For America

od Luck
rk
rses
Reach Chase Jordan at 910249-4617. Follow us on Twitter
at @SampsonInd and like us on
Facebook.

We Humbly
Thank You
Veterans!

Father in Heaven,
We, the people, in the
land of the free and
the home of the brave,
desperately need you.
Oh that we would leave our ways
of seeking to be blessed
and instead seek to bless others.
We beg for Your guidance and wisdom
for our leaders.
We ask You to protect our land
from enemies, both within and without.
And we praise You for the freedom we
have through the blood of Your Son.
My Your plan be the desire of our nation.
Amen.

1277 NC 24 & 50 HWY • Warsaw, NC 28398
910-293-7294 • 1-800-868-2055

See PARADE PHOTOS | 4C

Hold the line.
Bring Home A Victory!

A proud
Good
Luck salute to those
Dark
who have honorably
Horses

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

served in our nation’s
military.
Hold the line.

BJW is giving half price
20# cyl refills to veterans on
Sat. Nov. 9th & Mon. Nov. 11th

Bring Home A Victory!

Wishing you
a Merry
Ken
Sutton
CPCU, CLU
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington,
IL
Christmas
…

820 Elizabeth St. Clinton, NC

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Ken Sutton, Agent
417 Warsaw Road
Clinton, NC 28328
Bus: 910-592-8011
kensutton.net

Good Neighbor

1001060.1

Ken Sutton, Agent
417 Warsaw Road
Clinton, NC 28328
Bus: 910-592-8011
www.kensutton.net

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

May the joy of the season make
all your wishes come true.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

8 AM to 5:30 PM Mon. - Fri.
Saturday 8 AM - 12 Noon!

Great Rates

417 Warsaw Road - Clinton, NC 28328 • Phone : (910) 592-8011
www.kensutton.net

and a joyous New Year.

910-592-6121
BJW is giving half price 20# cyl refills to
veterans on Sat. Nov. 9th & Mon. Nov. 11th

www.bjwilliamsoninc.com
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More Parade Photos
From page 3C

Flyovers were one of many
exciting moments during the
Veterans Day Parade.
Photos by Chase Jordan|Sampson
Independent

Members of the 24K Cowgirls Equestrian
Drill Team proudly carry flags during the
annual Veterans Day Parade in Warsaw.

A member of
To The Pointe
Academy of
Dance jumps
up during a
routine.

The 24K Cowgirls Equestrian Drill Team
rides through the parade.

Stoppelbein and Hardison, DDS,
PA honor veterans with a patriotic
float with blue and red smoke.

To The Pointe Academy
of Dance entertain the
audience.

Scouts from the Southeast region of North
Carolina come together for the parade.

See PARADE PHOTOS | 8C
“There is a certain
enthusiasm in
liberty, that makes
human nature rise
above itself, in acts
of bravery and
heroism.”

Honoring
Our

Veterans

Alexander Hamilton

Thank You,
to our Veterans.

410 North Blvd | Clinton, NC 28328

Tel: 1-910-592-2323

401 W. Roseboro Street
Roseboro, NC 28382
910-525-5138

6535 Clinton Road
Stedman, NC 28391
910-223-7400

201 W Railroad St, Clinton, NC 28328

(910) 590-3007
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Veterans Day comes to cable

Clinton’s annual
event goes virtual
Richard Carr, project and
communications specialist
for Sampson County, checks
camera angles.

DeOndra Peterson, a solo recording artist,
sings during a filming for the upcoming
Veterans Day observance.
Photos by Chase Jordan|Sampson Independent

By Chase Jordan

headphones, while she stood centered stage.
“I enjoy participating in the Veterans Program
every year and I would like to thank them for inviting
Under stage lights and in front of flags of America’s me again,” DeOndra said.
military branches, Jean Hatch played piano while
Some of the other participants include members
Dwight Williams Jr. sang “Keep the Home Fires
of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7547, Boy Scouts
Burning.”
Troop 71, and many other community members.
They had a small audience of people who
The annual Veterans Day Celebration is sponsored
clapped after the last note was played Oct. 29 when and presented by the Clinton-Sampson Chamber
cameras stopped recording. Due to COVID-19 and
of Commerce, the Sampson County Agri-Exposition
adjusting to a new normal, the Sampson County
Center, the municipality government of Sampson
Agri-Exposition Center will not be packed with
County, the Sampson County Office of Veterans
community members for the 22nd Annual Veterans
Services and the Veterans Council.
Day Celebration. But thanks to cameras and Star
With the pandemic, Ann Knowles, executive
TV Cable, everyone will have a chance to watch at
director of the Sampson County Office of Veterans
home.
Services, was afraid that Sampson County wouldn’t
“I don’t think we can do enough to honor the
have any celebrations or observances. One of
people who were willing to sacrifice their lives for
them was Memorial Day, which was held locally at
our freedom,” said Hatch, an organist at First Baptist
Sampson County Veterans Park.
Church after the filming.
“It’s absolutely a blessing,” Knowles said about the
Star Communications is broadcasting the program
production
being shown on Star TV. “It’s a tribute
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, on channels 16 and
to
all
of
those
that have served and a tribute to the
316. The broadcast will also be shown on Sampson
families
of
those
who didn’t come home.”
County Government’s YouTube.
Knowles
expressed
how the families of veterans
Ray Jordan, executive director of the Sampson
are
always
in
the
thoughts
of Sampsonians,
County Agri-Exposition Center, sparked the idea for
especially
during
times
like
Veterans Day and
broadcasting the live service. He has been involved
with the program for more than 20 years. Like many Memorial Day.
“But as I
residents in Sampson County, the celebration means
always say,
to a lot to him as the son of Billy Ray Jordan, who
every day is
served in the National Guard.
Veterans Day,”
“Because of the COVID, we can’t do it person, but
we still got to honor the veterans on this special day,” she said. “This
is for them
Jordan said.
DeOndra Peterson, a solo recording artist, went to to know that
the stage next to perform a song, “Wind Beneath My we’re there.
Wings.” Jordan adjusted sound levels while wearing
We prayed for
cjordan@clintonnc.com

them while they were on active duty and we have
prayed for them since and we’re still here for them.
“We thank each and every one, rather they were
in the war or at the home base, because it takes
everyone to get it done,” Knowles said. “We thank
every who have given their sacrifice for us.”
A replay of Sampson’s Veterans Day program will
be shown again at 7 p.m. on the following dates:
Wednesday, Nov. 11; Friday, Nov. 13; Saturday, Nov.
14; and Sunday, Nov. 15.
Richard Carr, project and communications
specialist for Sampson County’s administration and
deputy clerk to the board of commissioners, filmed
and edited the program. Along with others involved
in the production, he’s looking forward to everyone
tuning in.
“The courage and selfless sacrifice demonstrated
by veterans over the years has granted us the
precious freedom we enjoy today,” Carr said. “It is my
opinion that we should always make it our goal to
celebrate and show honor to those who have served,
and this annual program gives us the opportunity to
do just that.”
Reach Chase Jordan at 910-249-4617. Follow us on Twitter at @
SampsonInd and like us on Facebook.

Together, Ray Jordan and and Richard
Carr review a recording to make sure
everything is right for broadcasting.

Ray Jordan,
executive
director of
the Sampson
Exposition
Center, adjust
lights and
sound levels.

Dwight Williams Jr.
rehearses during
a recording for
the 22nd Annual
Veterans Day
Celebration.
Jean Hatch
plays the
piano during
a filming
to honor
veterans.

Thank You to All of
Our Veterans Who
Serve Our Nation!

Insurance Service Center
Insurance/Financial Services
Lamar Butler, Agent

607 College St Clinton NC 28328

910-596-0099

603 NE Blvd.
Clinton, NC
(910)592-3108
lbutler@iscfay.com | www.iscfay.com

To all the
men and women
who have served
our country,
THANK YOU.
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Clinton City SChoolS

DARK horses
Whatever It Takes!

hero
sacrifice

Thank You Veterans!

service

For Serving Our Country, Protecting Our Freedom
DAVID H. HOBSON

honor

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Thank you veTerans!

500 College Street Clinton, NC

910-592-7066
dhobsonlaw@gmail.com

(910)-592-3132 • www.clinton.k12.nc.us

Auto • Home • Life • Business

To Those Who
Courageously
gave Their lives…
aND Those Who
Bravely FighT
ToDay…

124 E. Elizabeth St. Clinton, NC 28328

ThaNK you

Royal-Hall

• Auto - First Time Accident Forgiveness!
• Home - Guaranteed 100% Replacement!
• Multi Policy Discount!

Funeral Home, Inc.
301 McKoy Street, Clinton NC • 592-4127
email: royalhall@intrstar.net • www.royalhallfuneralhome.com

May we think of
freedom, not as the
right to do as we please,
but as the opportunity
to do what is right
– Peter Marshall.

910-592-2224

Kent Daughtry
CIC, LUTCF

www.proinsurancenc.com • Mon-Fri 9:00am - 5:00pm

PROUD TO HONOR
OUR COUNTRY’S
VETERANS

Thank you Veterans
for the Sacrifice
and the Service
that affords us
that opportunity

101 Wall Street,
Clinton, NC 28328

AFFORDABLE
CATERING
910.592.1657

Planning your wedding can be costly! Southern Style Barbecue & Fried Chicken
Lunch & Dinner Tuesday-Saturday 11:00am-9pm
offers affordable catering for your rehearsal dinner and/or wedding reception.
Make your special day easier with our professional and courteous catering staff.

Barbecue & Fried Chicken
M-F 10:30-8
MLK338
Jr.South
Blvd.Blvd.
Clinton
Sat. 10:30-6
HWY
24 Bypass
592-6212
MLK Jr. Blvd.,Hwy 24 Bypass
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17494 US
421
910-892-8071
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North Carolina
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Honoring Sampson’s veterans
Local VFW members raise the American
Flag during a local event.

File Photo | Sampson Independent

VFW members
reflect on
experiences

By Chase Jordan

cjordan@clintonnc.com

Members of the VFW Post 7547 prepare for
Veterans Day. Pictured, from left, are: Alvin
Herring Jr., William Deaver, Grady Butler
Jr., Marshall Thornton, Avon Jones.
Chase Jordan | Sampson Independent

Marshall Thornton
and Avon Jones
adjust the
American flag at
the VFW Post.
Chase Jordan
| Sampson
Independent

Like many Vietnam veterans who call Sampson County
home, Alvin Herring Jr. grew up working on farms
before going north to Washington, D.C. where he was
employed by the U.S. Postal Service.
“I was delivering draft notices everyday and came
home and had one in my box,” Herring said about his
letter, which wasn’t a surprise.”I figured they would
probably get to me because they was getting everybody
else. I was just waiting for it.”
Herring is one of many members from Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post No. 7547 and is proud of his service.
During ceremonies, he participates in the color guard
holding flags of America. For the upcoming Veterans
Day Celebration, Herring is looking forward to doing it
again.
“People take it lightly, like it’s just a regular day, but to
veterans it’s a lot different,” Herring said. “It really gets to
you start to think about your friends and so forth, the
ones who are not here or those who got hurt.”
At a young age and in a short time span, Herring went
from the fields of Sampson to the jungles of Vietnam.
He packed up his bags and began basic training in
the U.S. Army at Fort Bragg before going to Fort Lee in
Virginia. Herring received advanced individual training
for military supplies before heading off to Vietnam in the
early 1970s. He was stationed at the Cam Rahn Bay and
Da Nang areas.
“You hear rounds coming, but you don’t where it’s
going,” Herring said about being in the middle of a
war. “You don’t know if you should stand still, run, or
whatever.”
Those terrifying moments were never forgotten.
“You never overcome the fear,” he said. “You still have
dreams and flashbacks about all of that stuff. Some of it
was real close. It’s like, I made it, but your buddy is laying
over there…you never forget that.”
After returning to America and finishing two years
of service as a sergeant, it took awhile for Herring to
adjust to having a normal life and overcoming personal
obstacles caused by the war. Herring now resides in
Sampson County and is very active with his comrades
from Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7547.
Grady Butler Jr. is also very familiar with farm life in
Sampson County and after graduating from Sampson
High School in 1968, he enlisted in the military and
served in Germany and Vietnam.
“I wanted to serve my country,” Butler said.
The combat veteran was wounded in the head by
shrapnel during combat on the frontline with the II
Corps.
“Being in combat, it’s something that you try to forget,
but now, sometimes, you wake up and have flashbacks,”
Butler said about having post-traumatic stress disorder.
On that same day — May 5, 1970, his best friend,
Ramon Grayson of Mobile, Ala., was killed. Two others
got lost their lives and three more were wounded in the
platoon.
His service led to him earning the Purple Heart,
a United States military decoration awarded by the
United States President, for soldiers wounded or killed.
In addition to being a member of the VFW, he is also
involved with The Military Order of the Purple Heart.
“We call it the award no one wants, but you’re proud to
have it,” Butler said about the award given to more than
1.8 million soldiers.
After serving for two years, Butler returned home
during the Civil Rights movement and other political
matters with American opposed to the Vietnam War. At
the time, many questioned if Black people should serve
considering that they had to fight injustices and racism
in their own country.
“You go over there and fight and you still get treated
like a second-class citizen,” Butler said.
He remembered soldiers such as himself being called
“baby killers.” Over the years, he continues dealing with
the pain of war, which included not being appreciated at
that moment in history. During Veterans Day, it’s a time
for many Americans to show appreciation to those who
fought when called.
“I do it for the ones on the wall,” Butler said referring to
the ones killed in action, listed on the Vietnam Memorial
in Washington, D.C. “There not here to do it.”
Marshall Thornton lived about 8 miles north of Clinton.
The Hobbton High School graduate was drafted after
being only married for about five or six months.
“It was a good little shocking and I really didn’t want to
go into the service, but it was my duty to go,” Thornton
said.
He made his way to the bus station to depart for
Raleigh for evaluation. He was told to bring only one
change of clothes with him. Shortly after coming to the
capital, he was sworn in. Later on that night, he went to
Fort Jackson in South Carolina to begin his basic training,
which took 8 weeks. Next, Thornton went to Fort Rucker
in Alabama where he was assigned to a motor pool
and transportation station. Most of his duties consisted
on driving VIPs to local bases and airports, before he
received orders for Vietnam in July 1967. He spent a year
there.
“It was a lot different than anything you were used to,”
Thornton said about serving as a specialists in the U.S.
Army.
Thornton flew into the country on a foreign plane
and everything was nice on the plane. After getting
off the plane at Cam Ranh Bay, a stench of war hit him
face. He stayed for a few day before, he was sent to his
permanent duty place in Tuy Hòa. Thornton’s duties
See VFW | 8C

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

8C Wednesday, November 11, 2020

The Sampson Independent

VFW
From page 7C

involved transportation work for
173rd Airborne Brigade. When troops
weren’t being transported in the
fields, the unit was transporting
ammo and napalm bombs from a
local base.
“I lost three trucks while I was
there because of landmines,” he
said. “When you go out in the road,
especially first thing in the morning
and the roads have not been cleared,
you could hit a landmine that the
Vietcong had put out there the night
before.”
After about a month of being in
danger, Thornton said he grew hard
about his situation.
“It just doesn’t bother you,”
Thornton said about being around
those explosions. “You just go ahead
and takes what comes at you at that
time.”
The journey was also tough on the
return home with little thanks. In
2020, he’s glad to see that veterans
coming home are getting treated a
lot better.
“I think it’s much better today,”
he said. “After World War II, it was
good for the veterans coming home,
I’m sure. But Vietnam veterans and
Korean War veterans, I think they got
a raw deal.”
Looking back, Thornton said he
wouldn’t take anything away from
the experience, which came with a
lot of life lessons.
“Be thankful for every day,” he said.
The local VFW is represented
by many who served in different
conflicts, years apart. William Deaver
and Avon Jones both retired as First
Sergeants and served in the Gulf War
conflict which lasted from August
1990 to February 1991. Deaver, who
served for more than 20 years, was
raised in family of sharecroppers in
the Bonnetsville area of Sampson
County and went to Lakewood High
school. After earning his diploma,
Deaver felt the best path for his life
was to join the Army. He admits that
he wasn’t really studious and that
college wasn’t even in his vocabulary.

Members of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7547
participate in a grand opening for the Military
Building at the Sampson County History Museum.
File Photo | Sampson Independent

“This Army recruiter came to the
high school and said I want some
men to join the the Army, so I raised
my hand and said that was me,”
Deaver said.”I went in there and
enlisted for four years and ended up
doing 21 years, so it was best move
for me.”
He headed off to Fort Sill Field
Artillery in Oklahoma. Later, Deaver
served in the Gulf War while
stationed at Fort Bragg with the
18th Airborne Corps, and the 82nd
Airborne Division in artillery, where
he spent eight months.
“The desert is a no man’s
land,” Deaver said while talking
about being accumulated to the
environment being near Iraq. “We
shot some artillery fire and had some
incoming rounds coming back in at
the unit. But we all made it back safe.”
After retiring from the Army,
Deaver worked at Tarheel ChalleNGe
Academy for 3 months before
teaching Junior ROTC at Lakewood

High School for 10 years, before
going to Clinton High School for a
little over five years.
Jones spent his early years
in Sampson’s Basstown. After
graduating from Hobbton High
School, made a decision to join the
Army too. For Deaver and Jones, it
was an alternative to life on the farm.
“As long as you stayed in those
houses, you’re going to work on that
farm,” Jones said after working a few
jobs as teenager. “I couldn’t handle it
so I joined the Army at 18.”
At that age, Jones had to register
and had a low sequence number.
“The lower the number, the quicker
they would ship you off,” Jones said.
He served for more than 20 years,
with 17 years spent at Fort Bragg. In
addition to a short time in Panama
Conflict in the late 1970s, Jones
served in the Gulf War as a chemical
specialist, clearing areas before other
soldiers arrived.
“We knew Saddam Hussein used

chemical weapons in 1990,” Jones
said. “That’s why we had to make sure
the area was clear before the main
bodies came in.”
After his return, Jones went to
truck driving school in 1992 and
after earning a CDL license, he began
driving for Carol’s Food in the mid1990s before driving gas trucks.
As Veterans Day approaches, Jones
and Deaver stressed that everyone
should know about it. This includes
the challenges family face while their
loved one is away and the strength
it takes to fight in a foreign country,
not knowing if they’ll see tomorrow.
“I think it’s important that veterans
receive recognition for what they
did,” Deaver said. “You take a
teenager, an 18-year-old and give
him a rifle, put it in his hands and
tell him that he may not come back,
that changes the whole aspect of a
human.”
Reach Chase Jordan at 910-249-4617. Follow us on
Twitter at @SampsonInd and like us on Facebook.

More Parade Photos
From page 4C

Taps is played during memorial service at
Veterans Park.
Photos by Chase Jordan|Sampson Independent

Karen Berger, U.S. Army Major (Ret.), center, was one of many
veterans honored during the ceremony.

Brad Bierowski,
post chaplain
for Warsaw VFW
Post 9810, shows
appreciation to
veterans during
the memorial
service.

The Sudan Suits hand
American flags to
paradegoers.

Warsaw Mayor A.J.
Connors speaks
to the crowd
before the annual
Veterans Day
Parade in Warsaw.

The Sudan Cruisers
come to the parade.

Robert Brock,
District 2
Commander
for the North
Carolina
Veterans of
Foreign Wars,
salutes the
American
flag.
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Home of the free,
because of the brave

Home of
the Free
Because of
the Brave!

Anita Honeycutt Lane
Your

Sampson County Register of Deeds
Dedicated, Qualified with a Heart to Serve YOU!

Thank You For
Your Service!

(Ford) 213 Southeast Blvd. Clinton, NC 28328
910-249-6463 • performancefordnc.com

910-592-7077

www.clintonappliance.com

(CDJR) 605 Warsaw Road, Clinton, NC 28328
910-682-3156 • www.performancecdjr.com

To all the soldiers who fought Tirelessly
So that we an others might live Free
On Battlefields and War Torn Streets
Where young soldiers’ hearts
ceased to beat.
On Foreign Shores, they led the fleet
Some battles won, some met defeat
Gunfire rang, Sirens did blare
Smoke and wails echoed the air
Blood spilled, others killed, bodies torn,
No time to hide, No time to mourn
To mother’s and father’s who wept for the loss
Of son’s and daughters whose lives did cost
So that we and others might live free.
Remember the soldiers who gave tirelessly

• Locally owned
• Staffing and contractual services
• Small businesses
• Gov. agencies

To All our Veterans,

Thank you.
Custom Built Interior Shutters
FREE Home Consultation
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227 First Street, Rose Hill, NC 28458 | 910.289.2620 | 910.256.4042

www.shutterproduction.com

• FORTUNE 500 COMPANIES

WE SUPPORT
ALL OF OUR
MEN AND WOMEN
IN UNIFORM!
910-862-7064

fsstaffing123@gmail.com
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To our men and women in
uniform …
past, present and future
God Bless you …
and thank you
Gary Wayne Hall,
National Guard

Years of Service: 1970-1991
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Jewelry

105 Wall St. • Downtown Clinton • 592-5249

Shop Local

The Sampson Independent

“Thank You
to All of
Our
Military!”
Thornton’s
Body Shop, Inc.

312 Isaac Weeks Road • 910-592-6493
24 Hour Wrecker Service

Honoring THe BesT
& THe BraVesT

Thank You
Veterans

For their courage, hard work and dedication to
their country, we salute the men and women of our
Armed Forces past and present. It is because of
their sacrifice that America remains the land of the
free, and we thank them for protecting our citizens
and our country.
Wishing all of our veterans and soldiers
a very happy Veterans Day.

Crumpler Plastic
Pipe, inc.
Manufacturers of Corrugated Plastic Drainage Pipe
P.O. Box 2068, Roseboro, NC 28382 • 910-525-4046
WEB SITE: www.cpp-pipe.com

Burgaw • Elizabethtown • Rose Hill
1-888-368-7289 |www.fourcty.org

Thank You
Veterans!

Because of you, I am here.
Because of you, I am able to live freely.
Yet I do not know you
And I have not done anything for you.
But there you stand, ready to fight
And there you are prepared to die
For me
You’ve fought before
And you’ll fight again
For someone you don’t know
So thank you Unknown Soldier
for Fighting for me
I’m here because of you and I owe my
future to you

Tires Inc.

NO DETOURS™ • Bandag Retread Dealer • Firestone Associate Dealer

32 Railroad St, Turkey, NC 28393
(910) 533-2229

Our
Family Has
served,
NOw let
us serve
yOu.
Retired Sgt. Jason Sullivan
U.S Army • 6 years of Service

Retired MSgt. Patrick Horton
USMC • 22 Years of Service

Auto • Home
Flood
Life • Work

Michael Edwards, Owner • 910-592-4741

317 S.E. Blvd., Clinton • NC 28328 • www.tireincofclinton.com

As we express our gratitude,
WE MUST NEVER forget that the
highest appreciation is not to utter
words, but to live by them.
– President John F. Kennedy
We thank our veterans from the
bottom of our hearts!

Building Your Solid Foundation

Here
here today
today and
and Here
here tomorrow.
tomorrow.
Here yesterday,
yesterday, Here
101 E. Clinton St., Roseboro, NC 28382 • 910.525.5222

www.starcom.net 1.800.706.6538

The Sampson Independent

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 11C

Thank You With Respect,
and
Honor
To our
Gratitude
VeTerans Thank You
To Our Brave Men And
Women, Past, Present And
Future, God Bless You.
You Truly Are Our Heroes.
Thank You!

to All Our
Veterans

Insurance Agency, Inc.

592-4700
1940 Hobbton Hwy
Clinton

Thankful for the service and the
sacrifice ... in gratitude
to all those who have served
and are serving,
and their families.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
WARSAW

2669 NC Hwy 24 W. Warsaw, NC 28398
910-293-2218

NEWTON GROVE

1380 Harnett Dunn Hwy. Newton Grove, NC 28366
910-594-0415
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We Salute
November 2019

A Special Supplement to

Name Newspaper

Our Veterans

our
nation’sand
bravest
for
WithHonoring
Respect,
Honor
Gratitude
their service and sacrifice.
Honoring
our
nation’s
bravest for
Thank
You
Veterans
their service and sacrifice.

Show Your Appreciation
Veterans Day Q&A
Show Your Appreciation
Veterans Day Q&A

VETERANS DAY
November 11, 2020

Veterans,
We Thank You!
To the brave men and women who
sacrificed it all to protect our families, our
country and our freedom, we thank you.

Serving you at:
1501 Harnett Dunn Hwy. Newton Grove, NC
418 Southeast Blvd. Clinton, NC
1429 Sunset Avenue, Clinton, NC

It takes love and dedication to be a
member of the armed forces. It’s that
love for family and country that drives
you-we understand! It’s what drives us
too. After all, we employ over 1,800 veterans across the country.
At Smithfield Foods, we’re committed
to honoring the service and sacrifice of
American veterans and their families
by prioritizing veteran employment and
career development, helping power
veteran-owned businesses and
strengthening the community and
family support systems that veterans rely on every day. We know that
our veterans are the foundation for a
strong future-not only for the country,
but for Smithfield.
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Memorializing those who served
American history displayed
proudly across Sampson

A crowd stands outside the Sampson
County Military and Veterans Museum.
File photos | Sampson Independent

By Chase Jordan

cjordan@clintonnc.com

Every Memorial Day, Ann Knowles pays homage
to men and women who gave their lives protecting
America’s freedom.
Several months later the respect continues when
community members come together for Veterans
Day. As the director of the Sampson County Veterans
Services Office, she believes two days are not
enough.
“When we see a veteran, we should thank them for
their service,” Knowles said. “A lot of veterans belong
to organizations and they’ll have a cap with Vietnam,
Korea or World War II … stop them and say ‘thank
you for your service.’”
“A lot of them never got that and it means a lot
to them,” she said. “This country as a whole and
Sampson County would not be what it is, if it were
not for those veterans.”
The Rufus
One way residents are paying respect is
Geddie Herring
through monuments and projects such as
Sampson Veterans Service Officer Ann
monument,
the Sampson County Military and Veterans
Knowles greets Col. (Ret) John F. McPhail, M.D.,
Sampson County
at November’s Blue Star Memorial ceremony.
Museum, a state-of-the-art building to honor
Veterans Park.
the military. Funding for the project was made
possible by civic organizations, companies,
residents and grant funding such as a capital
grant from the Sampson County Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
Kay Raynor, president of the Sampson
County History Museum, said the veterans will
remain important to the Sampson County and
the United States. Like many other museum
officials, she believes it’s a great way of
showing gratitude to men and women who
served.
“It’s a way of saying thank you and showing
appreciation for the service and the sacrifices
they’ve made for our freedom,” Raynor said.
Museum Director Chris Woodson said the
museum covers more than 200 years of the
county’s military history, which includes recent
war conflicts for the educational experience. One
of the missions is to recognize Sampson County’s
contributions to the United States Armed Forces,
with hopes that the history will be around for
future generations.
“We want to preserve our past, so future
generations will have an opportunity to see it and
experience it,” Raynor said.
The 1,760-square-foot facility, which cost more
Kay Raynor, president of the Sampson County History
than $200,000, includes military items from each
Museum, honors the United States by placing a hand
branch of service. There are interactive kiosks.
over her heart during the grand opening of the Sampson
“That’s one of the things that’s important for a
County Military and Veterans Museum late last year.
museum, we wanted to do more than just put up
a building a fill it with old things,” Woodson said.
blood from our soldiers.”
“We wanted to tell the stories behind those artifacts
Knowles is inviting veterans to add artifacts and
and help bring those artifacts, those photographs
replicas for visitors to see up close. She also excited
and those letters to life and make this just not a
about the progress and coming a long way from
A look at the
storage facility for antiques, but a place of learning
Blue Star
just
having
a
metal
building.
and a place to remember and reflect on the sacrifices
Memorial
“We
got
a
lot
going
on,
but
the
most
important
that our veterans have made over the years. We
By-Way marker,
wanted to tell the story of Sampson County’s role in thing I can say is that it belongs to the veterans,”
which will
Knowles said. “That is their museum and we
be placed at
military history.”
the Sampson
Like Knowles, Woodson emphasizes that veterans needed that in this county. We have a rich history
of
veterans
here.
”
County
History
should be thought about more than several days a
Museum.
Members
of
the
Newton
Grove
community
feel
year such as Memorial Day or Veterans Day.
strongly about supporting men and women who
“It’s an ongoing honor,” Woodson said. “We still
served. One of them is Janet Warren. Her gratitude
have people serving in harm’s way even today.
There’s never enough that we can do to honor them sparked a major idea for a monument in the
town’s busy roundabout. With assistance from the
throughout the year, rather than just certain day.”
North Carolina Department of Transportation and
The military is one of many aspects Woodson
contractors, the town’s Citizens Improving Newton
enjoys about local history.
Grove (CING) built a project to honor soldiers.
“They make up an important part of our county’s
“I wanted our town to have some form of
history as well,” Woodson said. “The new military
appreciation
for our veterans for several years now,”
museum will not only honor our military heritage,
Warren said. “When I found out the CING committee
but it’ll honor our veterans too.”
had formed it seemed like the perfect opportunity to
For more than 40 years, Knowles has helped
mention it to them.”
veterans in the area and believes it was a calling.
Newton Grove Circle Improvement Project
In her heart, the only reason she’s sitting in the
includes flags to represent the United States, North
office is to help them. She said the military is part
Carolina and The Honor and Remember flag, it
of everyone’s heritage regardless of their religion or
was formed by an organization of the same name,
skin color.
created by George Lutz. His son, George Lutz II, was
“We need to think of them for what they do
killed by a sniper’s bullet in Fallujah, Iraq.
represent,” Knowles said. “They protected this
Some of the symbolism include a red field to
supporters want the soldiers to see the flags flying
country and protected everybody.”
represent the blood spilled by service men and
Knowles feels that it’s important that Sampson
high and flapping in the wind.
women; a blue star for active service in the military;
County has a large military museum and other
“I think it’s important to remember those who
the folded flag to honor families; and a flame as “an
memorials.
sacrificed every day for us as well as their families,”
“Veterans are the reason we have this country,” she eternal reminder of the spirit that has departed this
Warren said. “Their families make a huge sacrifice.
life yet burns on in the memory of all who knew and Unless your military or have someone that is military,
said. “If it weren’t for what the veterans did, we may
not be living in the country we’re living in today. We loved the fallen hero.”
you don’t realize the sacrifices that are being made
With soldiers traveling to and from Fort Bragg
will not have the freedom and freedom is not free.
See DISPLAYED | 14C
Freedom comes at a price. The price that’s paid is the and Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, Warren and

God Bless Our Military

We ask Lord, that You guide
the leaders of our great country in all their decisions.
The burden that has been
placed on their shoulders is
overwhelming. We ask that
with Your infinite wisdom
You guide them gently to the
right decision. Protect and
guide our Military, oh Lord;
strengthen them in their
trials; give them courage to
face the perils which
beset them; and grant them a
sense of your abiding
presence wherever they may
be; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Thank You Veterans

Robinson & Son Machine, INC

446 Faison Hwy. Clinton, NC 28328 • (910) 592-4779

Kept Alive
in our

MeMories,

and thankful to
those who have
Served.

Thankful

Timberlake
Golf Club
634 Challenge Club Drive
Clinton, NC 28328 • 910-596-2211

Thank You to Our Men
and Woman in Uniform!

for our Veterans
NEWTON GROVE
INSURANCE & REALTY, INC.
Residential

Commercial

206 Clinton St., Newton Grove

594-0234 –or– 594-0363

Steve Bryan
Agent

golfshop@timberlakegolfclub.com
www.timberlakegolfclub.com
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In November 2019, a Blue Star Memorial
Marker paying ‘tribute to the Armed Forces
who have defended the United States of
America’ was officially unveiled. A joint
project of the Clinton Garden Club and N.C.
Department of Transportation, it is located
along Sunset Avenue (N.C. 24) in Clinton, in
front of Clinton Community Church.
File photos | Sampson Independent

Paula Hartman, N.C. Blue Star Memorial chairperson,
talks about the history of the Blue Star symbol, the
marker and its significance during the Blue Star marker
unveiling in Clinton in November 2019.
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From page 13S

and the freedoms we enjoy everyday
and it’s all because of our veterans and
those who serve currently.
“I think it’s easy to lose sight of that
and hopefully this will be a reminder
everyday, not just on Veterans Day or
Memorial Day to thank those who are
serving, those who have served and
those who have gone on.”
Many members of Warren’s family
served in the military, including her
brother Girod Paul Laurent Jr. of the
United States Marine Corps; sister,
Debbie L. Zalesky, U.S. Army; and two
brother-in-laws who served in the
Army and Air Force.
”I am very proud of my family who
served,” Warren said.
Her father, Girod P. Laurent, also
known as “Lucky” served in the U.S.
Marine Corps.
“It was very hard,” Warren said. “We
missed a lot of days with our dad,
rather it be a birthday, holiday or just
a regular school day when you would
love to share things with him, that you
know you were not able to. Times have
changed so much, it wasn’t like we
could send a text because that was so
many years ago.”
When her father was serving, she
watched her mother, Effie, take care of
things at home.
“She was the one that did it all,”
Warren said about her mother having

to fill in when her father was overseas.
“She was our chauffeur and our mom
and dad at the same. She took care of
fixing anything that tore up.”
With six children, it was a challenge
for her mother, but it was one she
was willing to do for her husband and
the country. But during those years,
Warren and her family were proud of
their father’s service to the country.
She said her father was a Marine
through and through — lived and
breathed it. Warren believes it was
a calling for him. After he retired, he
became the chief of police for Newton
Grove for many years.
“Life growing up as a daughter
of a Marine was always interesting,”
she said. “As we move from base to
base or town to town there were
always new faces, new friends and
new experiences to be had. We were
fortunate to meet many others who
were just like us, living that military life.
We were taught respect and honor for
those who serve, even our own.”
CING chairperson Laura Warren
Wheeler led efforts for the project
with other members. Warren said the
members did a wonderful job and
worked tireless hours hours planning
and communicating with NCDOT
officials.
“I appreciate all of the work that
went into it,” Warren. “I really appreciate
them taking that idea and running
with it and making it come to fruition.”
Now, Warren believes the
roundabout shows honor and
remembrance to those in the military

The Blue Star Memorial,
and those who
Spivey’s Corner.
served. She
added that
it speaks of
CING’s hard
work and
diligence in
accomplishing
the project.
“A lot of local
residents have
noticed and
thanked us for
doing and for
realizing that
it’s more than
just the Air
Force or the
Army,” Wheeler
said. “It’s every
branch. We want to continue to honor
them and this is one way to do it.”
Nearby at Spivey’s Corner, the Blue
Star Memorial was erected as a tribute
to the Armed Forces who defended
the United States. It’s sponsored by
the Just-A-Mere Garden Club with
assistance from the Spivey’s Corner
Woodmen of the World Lodge 1034.
In November 2019, a crew with the
N.C. Department of Transportation
installed a Blue Star Memorial Highway
marker along Sunset Avenue (N.C. 24)
in front of Clinton Community Church,
under the watchful eye of Clinton
Garden Club members. A Blue Star
Memorial By-Way marker also took its
place at the Sampson County History
Museum.
With those unveilings, the Clinton

Garden Club holds the distinction of
being the first such club in the state
to sponsor two markers, which stand
as tributes to “the Armed Forces who
have defended the United States of
America.”
“Many times, we lose sight of
the freedoms we are afforded and
don’t actively take time to show our
appreciation unless it’s Memorial Day
or Veterans Day,” Warren said about
monuments honoring veterans. ‘I hope
that this will make each of them as
they approach the circle and all of its
beauty to realize that we do care and
we do appreciate all they have done
and continue to do.”
A version of this story was originally published in The
Sampson Independent’s 2019 Insight edition. It has
been revised and updated.

At the Sampson County
Veterans Park in Clinton,
families of veterans
may purchase bricks by
contacting the Veterans
Services Office at 910592-2862. Proceeds go
towards local initiatives
for the military and
veterans.

Along with North Carolina and American flag, The
Honor and Remember flag flies over Newton Grove
to honor soldiers who died in combat.

To America’s Veterans

Hometown Convenience

Thank
You to
All Who
Serve Our
Country!
Specializing in Mr. Garfield’s Famous Liver Pudding,
Cooked the Old Fashioned Way.
Clear Run Farms’ Country Sausage and Eastern NC BBQ
check out our

Fresh
Seasonal “Fresh Pork & beef Cuts”
Grill open for
Produce

Breakfast & Lunch
6:00am - 5:00pm

BBQ
Pigs

Located at the intersection of Hwy 421 & 41, Harrells, NC

910-532-4470

Honoring Veterans

Thank You

Thank You
for your Service
and Sacrifice
to Our Nation

Clinton 910.592.3942
Newton Grove 910.594.0932
www.parkergas.com
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Duty • Honor
• Country
Thank you to all our
Veterans for their
service and
their sacrifice

Crumpler-Honeycutt
Funeral Home

would like to thank all Veterans
and express our appreciation to
VFW Post7547
for all your assistance in providing
military honors to families we serve.

Monday-Friday
7:15 am to 5:00 pm

We appreciate your service.

Saturday 9:00 am to 10:00 am (Walk-in Only)
Sunday 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm (Walk-in Only)
*Some providers accepting new patients.

118 Fayetteville Street
Clinton, NC 28328
910-592-2066

www.crumpler-honeycutt.com

(7:15 am-8:30 am Walk-in Only)
Weekend Clinic

www.clinton-med.com

910-592-6011

403 Fairview Street|Clinton, NC

Thanking those who have sacrificed
so much for our country and its citizens,
and in support of the
100th Warsaw Veterans Day Parade,
the longest consecutive running
Veterans Parade in the U.S.

Smithfield/Hog Division, Warsaw, NC
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We Would Like To
Thank All Of Our
Veterans!

Salute
to Service

Smith tire
SaleS, inc.
“On this Veterans Day, let us
remember the service of our
veterans, and let us renew
our national promise to fulfill
our sacred obligations to our
veterans and their families who
have sacrificed so much so that
we can live free.”
-- Dan Lipinski

for all your tire needs!

Custom Wheels, New & Used
Tires, Wholesale & Retail

Nitrogen Filling Station
Owner - Darrell Smith
1824 Hobbton Highway
Clinton, NC 28328
910-592-7390

Remember and honor all who served.

Happy Veterans Day

