
 Every Memorial Day, Ann 
Knowles pays homage to men and 
women who gave their lives protect-
ing America’s freedom.
 Several months later the respect 
continues when community mem-
bers come together for Veterans 
Day. As the director of the Sampson 
County Veterans Services Offi  ce, she 
believes two days are not enough.
 “When we see a veteran, we 
should thank them for their service,” 
Knowles said. “A lot of veterans 
belong to organizations and they’ll 
have a cap with Vietnam, Korea or 
World War II…stop them and say 
‘thank you for your service,’”
 “A lot of them never got that and 
it means a lot to them,” she said. 
“This country as a whole and Samp-
son County would not be what it is, if 
it were not for those veterans.”
 One way residents are paying 
respect is through monuments 
and projects such as the Sampson 
County Military and Veterans Mu-
seum, a state-of-the-art building to 
honor the military. Funding for the 
project was made possible by civic 
organizations, companies, residents 
and grant funding such as a capital 

grant from the Sampson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. After 
its completed, it will be another ad-
dition the Sampson County History 
Museum.
 Kay Raynor, president of the 
Sampson County History Museum, 
said the veterans will remain impor-
tant to the Sampson County and 
the United States. Like many other 
museum offi  cials, she believes it’s 
a great way of showing gratitude to 

men and women who served.
 “It’s a way of saying thank you 
and showing appreciation for the 
service and the sacrifi ces they’ve 
made for our freedom,” Raynor said.
 Museum Director Chris Wood-
son and other offi  cials will continue 
to make progress through 2019 by 
working on the interior of the build-
ing, which sits next to the main 
entrance. If plans stay on track, the 
museum will probably open its doors 

By Chase Jordan
cjordan@clintonnc.com

Honoring those who served
Across Sampson, veteran recognitions displayed proudly

Photos by Chase Jordan | Sampson Independent

The Rufus Geddie Herring monument, 
Sampson County Veterans Park.
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Along with North Carolina and American fl ag, The Honor and Remember fl ag to 
honor soldiers who died in combat. 
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Congratulations to each of you 
and best of luck to you on your 

education journey!

418 SE Boulevard  |  Clinton 1429 Sunset Avenue  |  Clinton 1501 Harnett-Dunn Hwy  |  NG

THIS IS YOUR MOMENT

We have the scholarships, you have what it takes.
There’s a lot more to McDonald’s than the Big Mac. The McDonald’s HACER® scholarship 

program grants scholarships and college resources for eligible Hispanic students. With 
opportunities on national levels, HACER® is one of the largest programs committed to 
college scholarships for Hispanics. So what are you waiting for? This is your moment.

“None of us is as good as all of us.” – Ray Kroc

COMMUNITY
We’re proud to be a part of the communities we serve. We show our commitment to 
helping others with programs such as Ronald McDonald House Charities®  programs 
and the RMHC® /HACER®  National Scholarships. And through involvement in youth 
sports, local charities, and events that inspire the world, it’s clear that giving back is 

an essential part of the way we operate every day.

Each year our employees can apply to 
receive the Ray Kroc Scholarship for $1K 
to support their continued education. This 
year, local McDonald’s provided $45,000 

in scholarships to 45 employees.

mid-summer.
 “We’re working very diligently on it,” Raynor 
said.
 Woodson said the museum will cover more 
than 200 years of the county’s military history, 
which includes recent war confl icts for the edu-
cational experience. One of the goals is to have 
touchscreen kiosk to tell the stories of diff erent 
veterans who have eared the Medal of Honor, 
along with other features.
 “There’s going to be a few other things 
throughout the museum that are interactive in 
nature that the visitors can experience,” Wood-
son said.
 One of the missions is to recognize Samp-
son County’s contributions to the United States 
Armed Forces, with hopes that the history will 
be around for future generations.
 “We want to preserve our past, so future 
generations will have an opportunity to see it 
and experience it,” Raynor said.
 Like Knowles, Woodson emphasizes that 
veterans should be thought about more than 
several days a year such as Memorial Day or 
Veterans Day.

HONORING from 1D

See HONORING 3D

Ann Knowles speaks about angels that were given 
to her as gifts from widows of veterans who died.

Mannequins in military outfi ts will be one of 
several features of the new military museum.
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We specialize in the set-up and service 
of fine linens, chairs, tables, tents, floral 
arrangements, dance floors and decorations.

We specialize in the set-up and service 

Party PerfectPerfectPerfectPerfect RentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentals
Helen Hairr - Owner

1823 Reedsford Road | Clinton, NC 28328
partyperfectrentals@yahoo.com

(910) 592-5734 | partyperfectrentals.net

Four County EMC has been helping communities 
grow and prosper for over 80 years. Our Community 
and Economic Development department works with 
local leaders and developers to help attract new jobs 
and investment to their communities, while working 
with prospective companies to find the best location 

in our area for their business.

WE:
•	 Provide technical assistance to new companies 

in the site selection process.

•	 Help with industry expansions and retention 
of existing companies.

•	 Work with local, regional and state economic 
development partners to help foster new jobs 
and capital investment in our area.

Jimmy Smith
PO Box 667

Burgaw, NC 28425
888-368-7289

jimmysmith@fourcty.org

For further assistance with your company’s expansion or 
relocation to southeastern North Carolina, please contact:

Planning a wedding, banquet, conference, seminar, 
trade show, concert or other special event?

Our full-service venue provides state-of-the-art audio/visual 
equipment, catering/kitchen facilities and various conference or 

meeting rooms for all of your event needs - large or small.

“The Center of Activity” in Sampson County!
For Booking Information call: 910-592-6451

414 Warsaw Road, Clinton, NC 28328 - www.sampsonexpocenter.com

639 Lisbon Street • Clinton, NC 28328
Tel: 910-592-8175

 “It’s an ongoing honor,” Wood-
son said. “We still have people 
serving in harm’s way even today. 
There’s never enough that we can 
do to honor them throughout the 
year, rather than just certain day.”
 Fundraising eff orts for the 
museum are ongoing. For more 
information, contact the museum 
at 910-590-0007 or by email at 

schm@intrstar.net. Donations may 
also be mailed to: Sampson County 
History Museum, P.O. Box 786, 
Clinton, N.C. 28329.
 The military is one of many as-
pects Woodson enjoys about local 
history.
 “They make up an important 
part of our county’s history as well,” 
Woodson said. “The new military 

museum will not only honor our 
military heritage, but it’ll honor our 
veterans too.”
 For more than 40 years, 
Knowles has helped veterans in the 
area and believes it was a calling. 
In her heart, the only reason she’s 
sitting in the offi  ce is to help them. 
She said the military is part of 
everyone’s heritage regardless of 
their religion or skin color.
 “We need to think of them for 
what they do represent,” Knowles 
said. “They protected this country 
and protected everybody.”
 Knowles feels that it’s impor-
tant that Sampson County has a 
large military museum and other 
memorials.
 “Veterans are the reason we 
have this country,” she said. “If it 
weren’t for what the veterans did 
we may not be living in the country 
we’re living in today. We will not 
have the freedom and freedom is 
not free. Freedom comes at a price. 
The price that’s paid is the blood 
from our soldiers.”
 Knowles is inviting veterans 
to add artifacts and replicas for 
visitors to see up close. She also 
excited about the progress and 
coming a long way from just having 
a metal building.
 “We got a lot going on, but the 
most important thing I can say is 
that it belongs to the veterans,” 
Knowles said. “That is their mu-
seum and we needed that in this 
county. We have a rich history of 

veterans here.”
 Members of the Newton Grove 
community feel strongly about 
supporting men and women who 
served. One of them is Janet 
Warren. Her gratitude sparked a 
major idea for a monument in the 
town’s busy roundabout. With as-
sistance from the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation and 
contractors, the town’s Citizens 
Improving Newton Grove (CING) 
built a project to honor soldiers.
 Newton Grove Circle Improve-
ment Project includes fl ags to 
represent the United States, 
North Carolina and The Honor and 
Remember fl ag, it was formed 
by an organization of the same 
name, created by George Lutz. His 
son, George Lutz II, was killed by a 
sniper’s bullet in Fallujah, Iraq.
 Some of the symbolism include 
a red fi eld to represent the blood 
spilled by service men and women; 
a blue star for active service in the 
military; the folded fl ag to honor 
families; and a fl ame as “an eternal 
reminder of the spirit that has de-
parted this life yet burns on in the 
memory of all who knew and loved 
the fallen hero.”
 With soldiers traveling to and 
from Fort Bragg and Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base, Warren 
and supporters want the soldiers to 
see the fl ags fl ying high and fl ap-
ping in the wind.
 “I think it’s important to re-
member those who sacrifi ced every 

HONORING from 2D

The Sampson County Military and Veterans Museum.

This poster of Uncle Sam will be one of several posters hanging from the wall of 
the Sampson County Military and Veterans Museum.

See HONORING 4D
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day for us as well as their families,” 
Warren said. “Their families make 
a huge sacrifice. Unless your 
military or have someone that is 
military, you don’t realize the sacri-
fices that are being made and the 
freedoms we enjoy everyday and 
it’s all because of our veterans and 
those who serve currently.
 “I think it’s easy to lose sight 
of that and hopefully this will be 
a reminder everyday, not just on 
Veterans Day or Memorial Day to 
thank those who are serving, those 
who have served and those who 
have gone on.
 Many members of Warren’s 
family served in the military. Her 
father G.P. Laurent, also known as 
“Lucky” served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps.
 “It was very hard,” Warren said. 
“We missed a lot of days with our 
dad, rather it be a birthday, holiday 
or just a regular school day when 
you would love to share things with 
him, that you know you were not 
able to. Times have changed so 
much, it wasn’t like we could send 
a text because that was so many 
years ago.”
 When her father was serving, 
she watched her mother, Effie, 
take care of things at home.
 “She was the one that did it 
all,” Warren said about her mother 
having to fill in when her father 
was overseas. “She was our chauf-
feur and our mom and dad at 
the same. She took care of fixing 
anything that tore up.”
 But during those years, Warren 
and her family were proud of their 
father’s service to the country. Af-
ter he retired, he became the chief 
of police for Newton Grove.
 CING chairperson Laura War-
ren Wheeler led efforts for the 
project with other members.
 “I appreciate all of the work 
that went into it,” Warren said 
about about the committee’s 
hours of planning going into the 
project. “I really appreciate them 
taking that idea and running with it 
and making it come to fruition.”
 “A lot of local residents have 
noticed and thanked us for doing 
and for realizing that it’s more 
than just the Air Force or the 
Army,” Wheeler said. “It’s every 
branch. We want to continue to 
honor them and this is one way to 

do it.”
 Nearby at Spivey’s Corner, the 
Blue Star Memorial was erected 
as a tribute to the Armed Forces 
who defended the United States. 
It’s sponsored by the Just-A-Mere 
Garden Club with assistance from 
the Spivey’s Corner Woodmen of 
the World Lodge 1034.

HONORING from 3D

Flags to honor the military were recently raised to honor the men and women 
who served.

At the Sampson County Veterans Park in Clinton, families of veterans may 
purchase bricks by contacting the Veterans Services Office at 910-592-2862. 
Proceeds go towards local initiatives for the military and veterans.

Ann Knowles, director of the Sampson County Veterans Services, works to help men and women who served.

Chris Woodson, director of the Sampson History Museum, observes historic binoculars.

Model planes will be featured at the new military history.

The Blue Star Memorial, Spivey’s Corner.
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 The Friends of Sampson Coun-
ty Waterways (FSCW) is dedicated 
to keeping the hundreds of miles 
of creeks and rivers of Sampson 
clean and clear for the enjoyment 
of all — whether the recreational 
paddler or those fishing and hunt-
ing.
 There are roughly 300 miles of 
waterways in Sampson, and mem-
bers travel sections of the various 
creeks and rivers in canoes, kayaks 
and jon boats picking up trash and 
debris and sawing trees that have 
fallen across rivers and creeks.
 The group’s ongoing aim is 
to develop and maintain access 
points to the waterways and 
traditional boating rights-of-way 
by removing those blockages, as 
well as educate the public on the 
importance of waterways as a 
valuable resource.
 To that end, FSCW holds 
paddle trips for the public at 
various times throughout the 
year, typically during the spring 
and summer months. The com-
munity trips, cleanup excursions 
and other outreach projects are all 
utilized to spread the message of 
the importance of protecting and 
conserving clean water, preserving 
natural waterways and keeping 
them litter-free and open for pad-
dling.

 FSCW president Don Meece 
said the rivers themselves serve as 
a tourist attraction every year. Tak-
ing care of that precious system is 
vital.
 “One of the major draws to 
this county are the rivers,” Meece 
said.
 And the effort to take care of 
them is ongoing.
 Two decades ago, after Hurri-
canes Fran and Floyd tore through 
North Carolina, landowners dis-
satisfied with the perceived lack 
of federal response to their situa-
tion gathered to have their voices 
heard.
 With the help of Wilson Spen-
cer and George Upton, the group 
acquired a meeting room in the 
Old County Home and hosted a 
large number of people to talk 
about what would be done to clean 
up the area, notably reopening 
the streams. Friends of Sampson 
County Waterways was formed out 
of those meetings.
 Now 20 years later, the group 
remains dedicated to the cause.
 Partnerships with landown-
ers, corporate members, scouts 
and church groups have helped 
keep those waterways healthy, as 
concerned citizens work to pick 
up trash, cut limbs and trees and 
stabilize the water banks.

 In 2015, a volunteer assembly 
of Coharie Indians along the Upper 
Great Coharie River started the 
Great Coharie River Initiative, with 
the goal of creating a navigable 
corridor along what initiative 
coordinator Philip Bell deemed 
“an almost forgotten waterway 
that flows through 4,800 acres of 
prime educational opportunity, 
potential tourism attraction and 
economic stimulus that is being 
underutilized.”
 The Coharie Tribe became part 
of the initiative as a way to clean 
out a portion of the Great Coharie 
River and allow for more navigable 
pathways through part of the river 
just of U.S. 421.
 Along with being a part of the 
Coharie River Initiative, Bell also 
serves as vice president of the 
FSCW.
 At the outset of the initiative, 
the groups joined and cleaned 
nearly two and half miles of the 
river. In 2016, a grant was awarded 
and more equipment was pur-
chased, allowing for another two 
and a half miles of the river to be 
cleared.
 In cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Ser-
vice and the FSCW, debris removal 
operations are being implemented 
that seek to open more than 20 
miles the Great Coharie River.
 Further assisting in that effort, 
a Duke Energy Water Resource 
Fund grant was recently awarded 
that will assist in restoration 
efforts through the upper Great 
Coharie. The $86,500 grant was 
presented to Bell and Greg Jacobs, 
Coharie Tribal administrator.
 Officials said the funds would 
allow the Great Coharie River 

Initiative to continue its commit-
ment to protecting and enhancing 
Sampson County waterways and 
the local environment.
 Bell said the Coharie lead-
ers, in partnership with FSCW, are 
eager to make the waterways in 
Sampson among the best in the 
state. According to Bell, the grant 
is a sizable step forward in reach-
ing that benchmark.
 Last year, a pristine canoe — 
observations suggested it was a 
Native American artifact, possible 
predating European colonization 
of the area — was found and re-
trieved from county waters. It was 
housed at Fort Fisher, and local of-
ficials sought to bring the artifact 
back home.
 Along with supporting the 
canoe’s preservation and its return 
to Sampson, county officials 
lauded Bell, Meece and others for 
their continuing work to preserve 
and protect the waterways.
 “Given the county’s limited 
resources,” the Sampson Board of 
Commissioners stated in a letter 
of support, “your organization’s 
efforts to increase awareness of 
our waterways and your fiscal 
prudence in obtaining grant fund-
ing for these efforts is particularly 
commendable.”
 Growing up, Bell remembered 
when the rivers were open, and he 
wants to see them that way again.
 “The river was our recreation 
department,” Bell has stated. “We 
didn’t go to town and play on some 
sports team.”
 But then, the beavers took 
over. Beaver management pro-
grams were implemented as a way 
to ward them off.
 ”Over time, the river became a 
beaver haven. It wasn’t being used 

By Chris Berendt
cberendt@clintonnc.com

Members of the Great Coharie River Initiative float down the river. The group and members of the Friends of Sampson County Waterways have teamed to clean 
up rivers in Sampson.

The Friends of Sampson County Waterways’ mission is to keep the 300 miles 
of waterways in Sampson clean and open for the enjoyment of paddlers, 
fishermen and hunters.

Members of the Friends of the Sampson County Waterways (FSCW) Don Meece 
and Cebron Fussell talk over venison sliders during a past Wild Game Cookout. 
The cookout brings in wild delicacies while raising money to support the effort 
to preserve hundreds of miles of waterways in Sampson.

Don Meece and Cebron Fussell of Friends of Sampson County Waterways 
present Richard Weeks of the Eastern Baptist Association a $500 check 
toward local cleanup efforts and recovery in the wake of Florence. In 2017, 
FSCW donated to the Sampson County History Museum for its new military 
building.

Watching over the waterways
Friends of Waterways, partners work to preserve natural resource

See WATERWAYS 9D
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HAROLD’S
Barber Shop

 Derek Hall | Harold Butler

101 N. Main St., Salemburg, NC

910.525.3025

HAROLD’S
Barber Shop

 Derek Hall | Harold Butler

101 N. Main St., Salemburg, NC

910.525.3025

We Need Your Head 
In Our Business

Joe Warren’s
Valero Service Station

Tires, Batteries, Greasing,
Wheel Balancing

See Joe’s Valero For 
Your Service Needs

Salemburg, NC • 910-525-4255

24 HOUR
gas purchase 

with credit card

704 East Hwy 24 • Roseboro
Open Daily Mon-Sat 

6am-2pm

N

W

S

Eastline
facebook.com/eastlineband

Ronnie Anderson Steve Shipp
David Gray Allen Pier

Terry Crenshaw

For Booking Information:
910-214-5034 • 910-322-5343

eastlineband@gmail.com

Brandon Tanner
Owner/Operator

roseborocollision14@gmail.com 103 South West Street
910-525-3121 Roseboro, NC 28382

NOBOdy dOeS iT BeTTeR

Roseboro Collision Center

Rupert’s Furniture
& Appliance, LLC

Buy Here - Pay Here
On-The Spot Financing

110 West Roseboro St.,
Roseboro, NC 28382
Phone: 910-525-4230

Fax: 910-525-4222

101 East Roseboro St 
Roseboro, NC 28382

910-758-1649

Hwy 24 West
Roseboro, NC 28382

910-525-3169
• New & Used Tires 

• Computer Balancing

• Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone 
• Uniroyal • Goodyear

• Mastercraft • B.F. Goodrich 
• Truck & Tractor

Farm & Road Service 24 Hours

Roseboro First Baptist Church
Organized 1891

Roseboro, North Carolina 28382  •  910-525-4107

“Our interest is you”
102 N. Main

910-525-4149

Southern Bank Tom Thumb
Academy

“Where Learning & Fun Are One!”

Owned & Operated by 
Tom & Brenda Dudley

After school & summer care available
Hours: 7:00am - 6:00pm

RN & Certified Teacher on Staff
115 E. Clinton St. Salemburg

525-3774 | 525-4747
Chris Fann
Clerk of Court 

Sampson County

Clark and Company
Everything Needs a 

Monogram!

910-525-3489
124 W. Roseboro St.
Roseboro, NC 28382

SPECIALS:
Tuesdays: 
14 in. One Topping Pizza $10
18 in. One Topping Pizza $12
Wednesdays: 
$.70 wings

Thursdays: 
"Thirsty Thursday"
$2 Domestics - $3 Imports
Sundays:
$10.99 
All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet 
(includes pizza, pasta, soup, salad and drink)

103 W. Roseboro St., Roseboro, NC 28382 • Carry Out: (910) 525-5200

101 E. Clinton St.
Roseboro

910-525-5222
sonnybsullivan@gmail.com

Craig Watkins
Accounting and Technology

910-214-9922
craighenrywatkins@gmail.com

P.O. Box 491 Stedman, NC 28391 Friend us on Facebook 
for daily specials and special events. 

Open Thursday from 5pm till 9 
Friday & Saturday from 5pm till 10p 
Sunday 11:30 till 2pm

Railroad Street 
    Steakhouse

102 SW Railroad St, Roseboro NC • 910-525-7245

Prime Rib at its best!

SessomsJewelry
105 Wall St.

(Downtown Clinton)
592-5249

Shop Local First
Downtown Clinton

PITTMAN’Scorner grill
910-525-5261

HOURS:
THURSDAY 11AM - 8PM (DAILY SPECIALS)

FRIDAY 11AM - 8PM (DAILY SPECIALS)
SATURDAY 8AM - 8PM 

(FULL BREAKFAST MENU, LUNCH & DINNER)

101 E. Williams St., Autryville, NC 28318 

C
R

U
M

PLER  PLASTIC  PIP
E  In

c

C
ORRUGATED PLASTIC P

IP
E

www.cpp-pipe.com

3” - 48” pipe
852 Autry Hwy, Roseboro, NC 28382

Phone 910-525-4046 / (800) 334-5071

To

wn of AuTryville

ChArTered 1891

PO Box 218, Roseboro, NC 28382
Commerce Group
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DaviD H.
Hobson

ATTORNEY AT LAW

(910) 592- 7066

FaX:
(910) 592-9144

500 CoLLEGE sT.
P.o. DRaWER 1049

CLinTon, nC 28329

“Commitment to Caring”

Since 1986

Butler & Son Funeral Home
10501 Roseboro Hwy.

 (24 East)
Roseboro, NC 28382

(910) 525-4944

Butler & Son Funeral 
Services

410 North Boulevard
Clinton, NC 28328

(910) 592-2323

Butler & Son Funeral Home, Inc. is a full 
service funeral home that provides the 
following services and merchandise for 

your funeral needs.
• Pre-Need Planning
• Disinterments
• Graveside Services
• After-Care Program

• Cremations
• Grief Counseling
• Out-of-town Burials
• Shipping Services
• International
  Shipping

• Modern Facility
  with Private
  Viewing Room
• Full Service Chapel
  for Traditional and
 Memorial Services

Gregory Bennett
Licensed Funeral Director

Samuel C. Butler, Jr.
Insurance Representative

Albert German
Associate

Timmy R. Butler, 
President

Licensed Funeral Service, 
CFSP

Maxine ButlerWall, 
Vice President 

Licensed Funeral Director

Louise Butler
Staff

 Clark Honeycutt has always 
liked the downtown area of 
Roseboro.
 Having grown up just down 
the road in Salemburg, Hon-
eycutt was familiar with the 
western town’s downtown ap-
peal, and when he and his wife 
decided they wanted to open 
a restaurant, the location was 
calling their names.
 “I’ve always liked this build-
ing and the history behind 
it,” Honeycutt said about his 
Vinny’s Restaurant location on 
Roseboro’s main street.
 Honeycutt, like many oth-
ers, is working to promote 
growth in the town to help en-
hance the quality of life for all 
of the town’s citizens, as well as 
those visiting the area. In July 
2016, the Honeycutts opened 
Uncle Vinny’s Restaurant 
after purchasing the building 
in downtown and completely 
renovating the property.
 Now called Vinny’s, the 
restaurant is just one of the 
few businesses that has called 
the main thoroughfare home, 
but because of its success and 
prime location, Honeycutt and 
his brother-in-law have plans to 
open another restaurant just a 
few doors down.
 This one, he says, will be 
a little different — with only 
enough space for about 30 
people and serving steamed 
seafood.
 “Really, the new highway go-
ing around town hasn’t seemed 
to hurt business at all,” Honeyc-
utt said. “We believe that if you 
offer people good service and 
good food, they will come back 
and eat.”
 Since opening and chang-
ing the name, the menu has 
changed slightly, but Honeycutt 

said everything is still made 
fresh and in house.
 “I truly feel it was a good 
choice to locate her,” Honeycutt 
said. “We have a saying, ‘small 
town feel with big town taste.’ 
That’s exactly what we offer.”

Clark and Company

 Cameron Wright, a fourth 
generation family member to 
own and operate a business in 
Roseboro, says she is proud 
of not only being a part of the 
growing trend, but loves hav-
ing a little something special 
to offer to her customers in her 
downtown business, Clark & 
Company.
 Located on West Roseboro 
Street right in the heart of 
downtown, Clark & Company 
is a boutique offering custom 
monogrammed unique cloth-
ing from dresses to bathing 
suits and t-shirts to children’s 
layette outfits. According to 
Wright, personalized gifts range 
from Scout, Charles River 
jackets and Main Street Collec-
tions to custom team and spirit 
shirts for those favorite high 
school, college and pro teams.
 Clark & Company is part of 
a long line of business owners 
in Roseboro. Like her great-
grandmother, grandfather and 
father, Wright is proud to con-
tinue the legacy of calling the 
town of Roseboro and Sampson 
County home.

Downtown development

 Shawn Hobbs, director 
of the Main Street and Small 
Town’s Economic Prosperity 
Program, has worked hard to 
revitalize the downtown area, 
painting murals on some of the 

buildings, painting benches 
throughout the town, as well as 
erecting metal art to adorn the 
town’s square.
 Hobbs was instrumental 
in the digDOWNTOWN garden 
project after Roseboro com-
missioners approved a com-
munity garden that sends food 

to those in need through the 
Meals on Wheels program and 
Autumn Wind Assisted Living 
Center.
 During the holiday season, 
volunteers would like to sell 
Christmas trees inside the 
garden’s fence and have a 
place for children to visit Santa 

By Kristy D. Carter
kcarter@clintonnc.com

Roseboro ‘blooms’ with new businesses

As part of grant the town of Roseboro received, new signs, like this one at town hall, were erected as travelers come into town.

Eff orts to revitalize the downtown Roseboro area continue.

Vinny’s Restaurant is located in downtown Roseboro on Roseboro Street.

A fourth-generation business owner, Cameron 
Wright operates the business Clark and Company in 
downtown Roseboro.
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Claus.
 “We’re going to make a win-
ter wonderland for them around 
the Christmas and holiday sea-
son,” Hobbs said.
 Another goal is to add more 
gardens and beatification 
projects around Roseboro to 
make it an “art and garden city.” 
He added that it matches the 
town’s motto of “Take Root and 
Bloom.”
 “Roseboro is only a one 
square smile city, so hopefully, 
I can have five of these in five 
years,” he said. “One in every 
neighborhood and in every cor-
ner of the city.”
 With the development of 
the Highway 24 bypass, Hobbs 
stressed the importance of hav-
ing more community events and 
places such as the garden.

STMS history

 The Roseboro Small Town 
Main Street committee has 
made great strides in the last 
year to work and promote the 
growth of the town and enhance 
the quality of life for all of the 
town’s citizens.
 Formerly the NC STEP com-
mittee, STMS has been instru-
mental in helping the town 
complete several projects, all of 
which have helped improve the 
quality and appearance of the 
area.
According to committee mem-
bers,  the STMS program 
focuses on a designated down-
town district and revitalizing the 
area.
 Over the course of the last 
year, Roseboro has erected 
billboards on Hwy. 24 at both 
the east and west sides of town, 
informing travelers of oppor-
tunities to shop, live, play and 
work in the town. Additionally, 
Roseboro has two different loan 
program available to qualifying 
businesses.
 In 2008, Roseboro became 
part of the Small Town Main 
Street (STMS) program, which 
was designed to focus mainly on 
the downtown area. According 
to Roseboro mayor Alice Butler, 
the program is currently not ac-
cepting new towns, so Roseboro 
is very fortunate to be one of 
their 30 active communities.

 STMS helps with develop-
ment assistance by assisting 
in organizational development, 
market analysis, business assis-
tance, promotions and design. 
This program is managed by the 
N.C. Department of Commerce.
 In 2012, Roseboro was 
awarded the N.C. Small Town 
Economic Prosperity grant of 
$125,000 total. Through this 
grant, citizens of Roseboro de-
veloped a plan that focused on 
three strategies. According to 
Butler, the program worked to 
attract residential development, 
business support, renovation 
incentives, commercial building 
marketing, public area improve-
ments and economic develop-
ment organizations. Strategy 
two goals of the grant worked 
on improving the “quality of life” 
for both current citizens and 
future citizens, while the third 
strategy developed a marketing, 
signage and communications 
program for Roseboro.
 “Both of these programs 
have helped Roseboro by bring-
ing citizens and business own-
ers together with a common 
goal of making sure Roseboro 
continues to offer the quality of 
life its citizens and businesses 
deserve,” the mayor attested.
 Prior to combining, the 
STMS committee changed the 
downtown zoning ordinance to 
grant permission for businesses 
to operate on the ground floor 
of their structure, while using 
the second floor as a residence. 
Through the STMS, the facade 
grant program has been estab-
lished, which is now included in 
the town’s budget and works to 
improve the overall aesthetics 
of the business.
 Businesses like Rupert’s 
Furniture, Railroad Street Steak-
house, Clark and Company, 
Vinny’s, Carolina Dance Com-
pany and Pelican’s now call the 
downtown area home.
 “We are very fortunate to 
have such a wide variety of 
businesses in our town and it 
is important for our citizens to 
support them,” Roseboro Mayor 
Alice Butler said.

Roseboro installed metal roses in downtown through the work of Shawn Hobbs, 
director of the Main Street and Small Town’s Economic Prosperity Program.

A garden project in downtown Roseboro is one way the community is 
utilizing the area for growth.

File photo

Copy editor Kristy D. Carter can be reached 
at 910-592-8137, ext. 2588.
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Sampson County is a 
wonderful place to live, not 
only because of the won-
derful schools, scenic road 
sides and friendly people, 
but it also has many parks 
and activities to enjoy as 
well. Your local recreation 
department works hard to 
maintain over 40 acres of 
land for recreational use.

Western District Park 
located at 702 West Clinton 
Street in the town of Rose-
boro features a one-half 
mile paved walking trail, 
pond, playground, picnic 
shelter, and three ballfi elds. 
This park hosts a variety 
of events throughout the 
year such as Senior Games 
bocce, opening day for 
recreation baseball/softball, 
Top Gun baseball/softball 
tournaments, NFL fl ag foot-
ball games and even serves 
as the starting point for the 
Running with P.R.I.D.E. 5k 
FUNd Fiesta Run. Everyone 
is welcome from dusk to 
dawn to come out and enjoy 
catch and release fi shing, 
walking, and family play on 
our playground.

Weeks Park located at 
517 Clinton Street in the 
town of Newton Grove 
features a newly renovated 
playground, picnic shelter, 
stage, basketball court, 
tennis courts, and ballfi eld. 
This park is known for 
its wonderful 4th of July 
event (hosted by the Town 
of Newton Grove), movie 
nights, NFL fl ag football 
games, and spring nights 
of baseball and softball 
games. Just last year the 
town of Newton Grove 
installed new playground 
equipment featuring a 
zipline and much more to 
service their growing com-
munity.

For those of you looking 
to get involved in structured 
recreation activities you 
can fi nd athletic activities 
off ered year-round for ages 
4 and up. Fall (September 
– November) sports fea-
ture adult volleyball, youth 
volleyball, fl ag football and 

tackle football. Our adult 
volleyball league welcomes 
team registrations for ages 
16 and up.

During the winter 
months (December – Feb-
ruary) basketball is off ered 
for ages 4-18. Ages 4-6 
receive valuable training 
through clinics once a week 
at local schools. Ages 7 and 
up welcome beginners as 
well as more skilled play-
ers to a fun but competitive 
game atmosphere.

For the upcoming spring 
season baseball and softball 
are off ered in communities 
throughout the county. We 
are happy to announce the 
addition of baseball/softball 
leagues through ages 18 
this year to accommodate 
our more mature youth.

Spring is also the start 
of our 50+ games. Adults 
can register for events that 
highlight talents in events 
such as track and fi eld, spin 
casting, swimming, billiards, 
basketball, quilting, literary 
arts, performing arts, and 
much more.

To compliment North 
Carolina’s typically hot 
summers an indoor pro-
gram has been added. 
indoor summer soccer 
program that is host to over 
100 participants during 
the months of June, July, 
and August. Futsal (indoor 
soccer) works on building 
ball handling skills, improv-
ing foot work and refl exes 
through play on a smaller 
playing area.

As our county contin-
ues to grow we welcome 
opportunities and ideas of 
programs to better serve. 
To share your ideas or for 
more information on any of 
the programs mentioned 
in this article contact us at 
910-299-0924.

By Dana Hall
Sampson Parks & Rec

A futsal (indoor soccer) league, coordinated through Sampson County Parks and 
Recreation, is growing in Sampson County.

Experience rec
across the county

Courtesy photo

Dana Hall is the recreation director for the 
Sampson County Parks and Recreation 
Department.volleyball, fl ag football and 
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Celebrating our SuperheroeS
they DiDn’t Wear CapeS.
But they wore Sampson County Government nametags and official badges, raincoats and rainboots, safety vests and life 
jackets, and communicator headsets. And yes, even after many working hours, they wore weary, but comforting, smiles.

they DiDn’t Save the WorlD, but the proteCteD our CommunitieS.
They provided valuable information about dangerous weather conditions, sheltered more than 3,200 people and 200 
animals, evacuated 77 people stranded by dangerous flood waters, safeguarded our roads and businesses during 
extended power outages, and provided food, water and supplies to those in need. 

they DiDn’t leap tall builDing in a Single bounD, benD Steel With their bare hanDS, 
or Conquer evil villainS.
But they did, over the course of the ten days, man an emergency operations center, a central receiving and distribution 
center, and 13 emergency shelters for people and pets. They answered, dispatched and responded to hundreds of emergency 
calls, monitored rising rivers and dangerous roads, repaired damaged water lines and protected critical infrastructure. 

Our heroes are our 500+ county employees, who 
along with our colleagues from other counties and 
states and countless volunteers, worked tirelessly 

during Hurricane Florence. 

Their superpower? A passion for public service that 
drives them to leave their homes and families to serve 

you, our citizens, in times of need.

the SampSon County boarD of 
CommiSSionerS SaluteS our 

Superteam!

Why Should You Choose

What Makes US Special at
Matthews Gifts

?
Matthews

healthMart
PhaRMaCY

We are a locally owned business committed to serve you
and provide our community with the best. For 47 years, we have 
enjoyed working and living in Sampson County. Below are some 
of our services that we provide at Matthews Health Mart.

Large selection with small town service
Complimentary Gift Wrap
Gifts for Every Occasion & Every Season
NEW Product Selection • We Deliver

Featuring:
• Ladies Jewelry & Fashion • Children’s Clothing & Accessories
• Invitations, Printing and Engraving Services • Personalized Gifts
• Home Decor and Housewares • Specialty Foods and Gifts Baskets
• College & Mens Gifts in your Team section

352 NE Boulevard Clinton • 910-592-5100

• Pharmacists available to consult with you about your medications
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • FREE Home Delivery
• Auto Refill (one trip pickup) • Drive Thru window service
• $4.00 generics and more • Natural Living Section 
• Eczema friendly items • Complete Selection of Vitamins 
• Flu, Shingles, Pneumonia, and Vaccines.
• Specialty ComPouNDiNg

Caring For You and About you!
Jordan Shopping Center Clinton • 910-592-3121

00815218 

We are a locally owned business committed 
to serving you and providing our community 
with the best. For 50 years, we have enjoyed 
working and living in Sampson County. 
Below are some of the services that we 
provide at Matthews Health Mart.

Managing your medications has never been easier

Matthews 

health Mart

408 Northeast Blvd. 

Clinton, NC 28328

Phone: 910-592-3121

Fax: 910-592-3144

We offer a helpful solution:
weekly pill packs, presorted medications by time and day.

Contact Tara Jackson, RPh 
or another team member 

with any questions

•	Organize your prescriptions 
and over-the-counter 
medications.

•	ensures that you are taking 
your medications correctly

•	Makes you feel confident 
and enjoy a peace of mind.

•	serves as a helpful 
reminder to take 
medications

•	easy to keep up with and 
easy access

Not one of our customers?
Drop by to see if pill packs would make taking 

your medications easier and we will gladly 
transfer your prescriptions!

by the community anymore and what I once knew as being a part of my 
childhood was no longer a part of anything,” Bell said.
 Now he and others are working to ensure it is something, for them, 
their children and their grandchildren.
 It’s about fulfi lling the mission, and making as many people aware of 
it as possible. Public outreach such as paddle and kayak trips help, as do 
the FSCW’s annual Wild Game Cookout.
 Delicacies such as wild hog, smoked goose, bear bites, deer sausage, 
rabbit stew, frog legs and squirrel salad are annually piled on plates at 
the annual cookout, which off ers a chance to expand the palette, while 
educating visitors on the importance of maintaining and preserving 
Sampson’s river system.
 The event has grown in popularity over the years. It all started about 
a quarter century ago in the backyard of one of FSCW’s original founders, 
Ralph Hamilton, “but it got too big for my backyard,” Hamilton has said.
 It was taken from there to the parking lot of Owens Furniture, and 
then moved to the City Market several years ago. Most of the people who 
attend are from the county, but there are others who come from outside 
Sampson — some from out of state — to attend a unique event while sup-
porting the local waterways group.
 A kayak is raffl  ed and attendees are able to celebrate the bounty of 
the land while helping raise funds to support the FSCW’s river mainte-
nance trips.
 Countless hours are volunteered, but waterways can’t be cleaned for 
free. There is equipment involved. While the amount raised through the 
cookout is often a nominal one after expenses, every bit helps —and it all 
goes toward the waterways.
 Along with grant funding and the hard work of many dedicated indi-
viduals, the county’s resource has become cleaner and more open.
 The Great Coharie River spans about 43.5 miles. Eventually, Bell 
wants to see the entire area clear, so that anyone who wishes could make 
their way from Sampson to the coast without leaving the water.

Philip Bell and grandson Brennan on a trip down the river. Bell helps lead 
both the Great Coharie River Initiative and the Friends of Sampson County 
Waterways.

WATERWAYS from 5D
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QUALITY CARE
for every stage of your life.

From preventive care and check-ups to immunizations and exams, our
family medicine physicians and providers at Sampson Medical Group
and Howerton Family Medicine work to keep you and your whole 
family healthy and strong each and every day.

Whether you are bringing new life into the world or requiring care
during other life milestones, know that Sampson Women’s Center will
be there for you every step of the way.

If life throws a curve ball and your medical emergency can’t wait, 
Clinton Urgent Care and SampsonRMC’s Emergency Department are to the rescue!  

When pain and illness strike, your primary care team knows you want answers to get back on the road 
to recovery.  Diagnostic testing is made convenient at our Outpatient Diagnostics Center, giving your
provider information to direct your treatment plan.  Whether that is surgery performed under the 
direction of our expert surgeons of Sampson Surgical Services, a multi-disciplinary approach to pain
management at Carolina Pain Center, or rehabilitative services offered at SampsonRMC’s Outpatient
Rehabilitation Center, know that we are here for you.  And if it takes some time for you to get back on
your feet, Sampson Home Health’s nursing team takes the care to you! 

From babies to seniors, your hometown hospital is prepared to help you every step of the way because 
Your Health is Our Passion.

Sampson Medical Group of Clinton  |  Sampson Medical Group of Newton Grove  |  Sampson Home Health  |  Sampson Women’s Center  |  Carolina Pain Center  
Clinton Urgent Care  |  Sampson Surgical Services  |  Howerton Family Medicine  |  Outpatient Diagnostics Center

Outpatient Rehabilitation Center  |  The Center for Health + Wellness

  www.SampsonRMC.org/Locations  


