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CROP INSURANCE FOR FARMERS 
IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS!

ATTENTION FARMERS!
Managing risk is an important part of your 

operation. Crop insurance from D.D. Cox Agency 
will help you manage these risks in 2019. 

D.D. Cox Agency has been selling only crop 
insurance since 1957.

Call Phil Gore or Charlie Gore today for your 
2019 coverage at (800) 807-3339. Don’t wait to 
sign up! Selling all MPCI products. Call before 

September 18, 2018 for most Fall 2019 Coverage. 
Call Phil Gore or Charlie Gore today!

Contact D.D. Cox Agency for all your 
crop insurance needs today!

D.D. Cox Agency, Inc.

Phil Gore - Owner    Charlie Gore - Representative
Pam Stanley - Office Representative, Cheryl McRae - Representative

16 White’s Crossing Plaza, Whiteville, NC
(910) 642-8493 or (800) 807-3339

Fax (910) 642-2694
Equal Opportunity Provider

Source: N.C. Cooperative Extension Service

Tidbits About Honeybees
•	Bees	have	been	producing	honey	from	flowering	plants	for	10-12	million	years.

•	The	average	worker	honey	bee	makes	1	1/2	teaspoons	honey	in	her	lifetime.	A	hive	of	
bees	logs	over	55,000	air	miles	to	collect	one	pound	of	honey.

•	A	honeybee	flies	about	15	miles	per	hour.	The	average	honeybee’s	wings	flap	over	
183	times	per	second.

•	A	queen	honey	bee	 can	 lay	her	weight	 in	 eggs	during	 a	 24-hour	period.	A	drone	
honey	bee	has	no	father,	but	it	does	have	a	grandfather	on	his	mother’s	side.

•	There	are	over	25,000	species	of	bees	worldwide.

•	An	adult	worker	bee’s	lifespan	is	about	45	days	during	summer	months.

•	Male	bees	are	called	“drones”	and	they	do	not	have	stingers,	their	only	purpose	is	
to	mate	with	the	queen	bee.

•	99	percent	of	the	bee	colony	is	made	up	of	female	bees	known	as	worker	bees.

•	A	honeybee	can	only	sting	a	person	once	and	then	it	dies	because	its	stinger	is	ripped	
out	during	the	stinging	process.	A	queen	bee	can	sting	multiple	times	without	dying.

•	During	 the	 summer,	 the	 typical	 honey	 bee	 colony	 contains	 between	 30,000	 to	
60,000	bees.

•	Without	the	pollination	services	of	honeybees,	many	of	our	 typical	 foods	such	as	
apples,	cucumbers	and	watermelons	would	not	be	available.

During the summer, the typical honey 
bee colony contains between 30,000 
to 60,000 bees.

The hive dies or thrives based on the 
queen, pictured center right. The 
queen can be identified by her distinct 
markings and size.
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Some of the varying types of 
Willie Parrish’s raw honey on 

display at Willie’s Camping 
Center. He has been selling 

honey for nearly four decades.

Sampson Beekeepers Seek to Preserve a 
Vital Environmental Resource

Caretakers 
of  Nature’s 
Pollinators

W illie	 Parrish	 affixes	 a	 small	 wooden	 slab	 to	
another	 and	 then	 nestles	 a	 beeswax-coated	
plastic	 strip	 between	 grooves	 in	 the	 wood,	

closing	it	in	with	two	more	wooden	slabs	to	make	a	panel	
for	a	hive	box	where	thousands	of	bees,	if	kept	properly,	
will	gather,	colonize	and	produce	honey.

As	 he	 goes	 through	 a	 process	 he	 has	 completed	
innumerable	 times	 over	 the	 years,	 he	 narrates	 each	
action	 like	 a	 mathematician	 taking	 his	 pupil	 through	 a	
new	equation.	Nearing	82	years	of	age,	Parrish	has	been	a	
beekeeping	hobbyist	for	the	better	part	of	his	entire	life,	
since	1972.	He	is	a	proud	ambassador	for	beekeeping	and	
the	importance	of	valuing	what	the	buzzing	insects	bring	
to	the	environment	and	takes	every	opportunity	to	pass	
that	love	on	to	others.

He	found	his	love	for	beekeeping	when	he	used	to	follow	
Walter	Chancey	Moore	around.	Moore,	12	years	Parrish’s	
senior,	was	a	commercial	beekeeper	who	kept	more	than	
3,000	hives.

“I	 got	 to	 riding	 around	 with	 him,	 and	 I	 got	 hooked,”	
Parrish	says,	flashing	a	wry	smile,	before	doing	some	self-
editing.	“I	got	stung.”

After	four	or	five	years	of	assisting	Moore,	the	bee	mentor	
looked	at	Parrish,	then	 in	his	early	30s,	and	said	simply,	
“You	need	some	bees.”

So	Parrish	got	some,	while	also	becoming	a	mainstay	in	
the	Black	River	Beekeepers	Association,	which	consisted	
of	 about	 a	 dozen	 members.	 It	 disbanded	 in	 the	 early	
1990s	 due	 to	 attrition	of	 its	members,	 but	was	 revived	
as	the	Sampson	County	Beekeepers	Association	in	2008.	
In	2011,	Parrish	was	honored	as	a	lifetime	member	for	his	
dedication	to	the	group.

Parrish	once	had	200	hives,	but	that	was	a	little	too	much	
for	 him	 to	 handle	 on	 a	 hobbyist	 scale,	 as	 he	 was	 also	
trying	to	run	his	own	business,	Willie’s	Camping	Center,	
which	opened	in	January	1976.

So	 he	 scaled	 back	 somewhat,	 but	 he	 cultivated	 and	
diversified	his	love	for	all	things	beekeeping.	A	trip	to	the	
camping	center	and	that	is	evident.

Located	on	U.S.	421	north	of	Clinton,	there	are	a	variety	
of	 campers	 available	 on	 the	 grounds.	 The	 business	
stays	busy,	the	phone	ringing	and	the	front	gate	sensor	
triggering	the	“Tetris”	theme	inside	the	office	throughout	
the	day.	The	business	is	a	hot	spot	for	people	looking	for	
RVs,	campers,	trailers	or	parts.	And	as	the	many	visitors	

By Chris Berendt
cberendt@clintonnc.com

Photo by Chris Berendt | Sampson Independent
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for the
bountiful
harvest

we enjoy 
around 

our tables.

Saluting 
our 

Farmers

soon	find,	there	is	a	wide	selection	of	other	items	for	sale	
on	the	grounds.

At	the	entrance,	passed	by	thousands	of	motorists	each	
day,	 there	are	signs	advertising	honey	bee	supplies	and	
honey	 for	 sale,	 just	 as	 there	 is	 in	 the	 front	 window.	 A	
couple	steps	into	the	business	and	there	it	is	—	a	shrine	
to	 everything	 beekeeping	 and	 the	 many	 homegrown	
products	 that	 have	 come	 from	 Parrish’s	 own	 efforts.	
Those	interested	in	honey,	wax	or	candies	can	get	some.	
Those	who	want	to	take	up	a	hobby	have	all	the	supplies	
needed	to	get	started	on	a	new	adventure.

Past	the	glowing	yellows	and	ambers	of	the	receptionist	
area	is	a	door	that	leads	to	the	storage	room	in	the	rear	
of	 the	 business.	 It	 is	 filled	 to	 the	 brim	with	 panels	 and	
hive	 boxes	 in	 various	 stages	 of	manufacture,	 from	 the	
slabs	that	Parrish	was	toying	with	to	ready-made	panels	
already	 inserted	within	hive	boxes.	 It	 is	a	packed	room,	
but	everything	is	in	meticulous	order.

Signs at the entrance to Willie’s Camping Center on U.S. 421 north of 
Clinton give a good indication of the bee haven that lies within.

The beekeeping tradition in North 
Carolina is perhaps one of the richest 
in the nation. The N.C. Beekeepers 
Association turned 101 years old 
this year and North Carolina has 
more hobbyist beekeepers than any 
other state.

About a third of North Carolina 
counties, Sampson included, 
have their own beekeeping 
associations. David Johnson, 
president of the local chapter, 
notes the excitement the hobby 
brings him. ‘They’re very social 
insects. They’re fascinating.’

Photos by David Johnson | For the Independent

Photo by Chris Berendt
Sampson Independent
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growth

It’s what we do, and it’s why  
we’re proud to be a part of  
the Sampson community. 
envivabiomass.com

Enviva-LP

@EnvivaBiomass

LOWER EMISSIONS | HEALTHY FORESTS | STRONG COMMUNITIES

Parrish	knows	how	to	tend	to	his	own	hive.	This	is	not	just	
a	hobby.	It’s	truly	a	labor	of	love.

“It’s	 been	 interesting,”	 Parrish	 says	 of	 his	 life	 as	 a	
beekeeper.	 “It	 is	 something	 that	 I	 have	 thoroughly	
enjoyed.”

A	prostate	cancer	diagnosis	 a	 couple	years	back	 forced	
him	to	slow	down.	Before	that	he	had	60	hives,	no	small	
task,	especially	as	a	hobby.	Now	he	only	keeps	four	hives	
for	himself,	all	at	his	house.	His	wife	of	58	years,	Annette,	
affectionately	 called	 “Annie”	 by	 Parrish,	 set	 that	 limit.	
There	are	bee	yards	around	Sampson	County	that	he	has	
something	to	do	with,	including	at	the	Clinton	Industrial	
Park	 just	down	the	road	from	Willie’s.	There	are	even	a	
couple	hive	boxes	behind	Willie’s	itself.

While	his	limit	for	hives	has	been	set,	Parrish	will	always	
help	a	fledgling	beekeeper	get	started	or	wrangle	another	
swarm	for	anyone	who	wants	to	add	one	to	their	horde.

“I’ll	keep	swarms	for	a	couple	weeks	and	get	them	going	
and	make	sure	the	queen	is	all	right,	and	then	give	them	
away,”	Parrish	says.

While	 there	 have	 been	 some	 evolution	 in	 beekeeping	
over	 the	 years	—	many	discarding	 coveralls	 in	 favor	 of	
a	jacket	and	veil	—	there	has	been	no	sea	change	in	the	
task	being	performed.

“Beekeeping	hasn’t	 really	changed.	 It’s	 the	people	who	
have	changed,”	he	continued.	“You	can	learn	anything	on	
the	internet	and	a	lot	of	them	have	taken	courses	on	the	
internet.	 I	 truly	enjoy	talking	with	different	beekeepers.	
You	sort	of	get	hooked	on	it.”

However	they	may	have	found	their	love	for	beekeeping,	
Parrish	 goes	 out	 of	 his	 way	 to	 nurture	 that	 interest,	
traveling	across	the	county	to	help	someone	set	up	their	
bee	yard	or	to	get	a	swarm	of	bees	from	near	a	house	or	a	
business	so	some	of	nature’s	pollinators	can	be	preserved	
and	thrive.

A small structure and a bee yard 
operated by the Sampson County 
Beekeepers Association is located 
on Industrial Drive, Clinton. The 
bee yard is dedicated to late 
Jimmy Surles for his dedication to 
the group.

Local honey, wax and related 
products are more plentiful 
than one might think, and local 
beekeepers are seeking to 
keep growing the industry and 
promoting the importance of 
honeybees, whose population has 
been in decline.
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Along	with	the	four	pills	he	takes	each	morning	to	manage	
his	 prostate	 cancer,	 Parrish	 puts	 some	 honey	 on	 toast	
or	 in	 tea	at	 least	 a	handful	of	 times	each	week.	People	
swear	by	the	honey	on	display	in	his	store,	and	it	has	its	
fair	 share	 of	 health	 benefits.	Honeybees,	 he	 said,	 are	 a	
resource	that	need	to	be	protected.

Up	the	road,	just	south	of	Newton	Grove,	David	Johnson	
can	attest	to	that.

He	has	been	keeping	bees	for	 just	three	years,	and	he’s	
hooked	—	stung,	some	might	say.	He	refers	to	Parrish	as	
the	godfather,	 the	elder	 statesman,	 the	mentor	 for	 the	
Sampson	County	Beekeepers	Association.	Johnson	is	the	
current	 president	 of	 the	 group.	 He	 and	 Parrish	 handed	
out	honey	sticks	and	materials	about	beekeeping	and	the	
local	group	to	those	in	attendance	at	Sampson	County’s	
recent	Ag	Day.

Curiosity	drove	Johnson’s	son	Joseph,	a	systems	analysts	
for	 the	 N.C.	 Department	 of	 Transportation,	 to	want	 to	
give	beekeeping	a	try	and	his	father	keeps	the	hives	on	
his	property	off	U.S.	701.	He	is	constantly	researching	the	
topic	 as	 the	 designated	 bee-sitter	—	 “I’m	 picking	 up	 a	
whole	lot	real	quick,”	he	remarks	—	and	his	son	will	visit	

David Johnson, president of the Sampson County Beekeepers 
Association, looks over a panel from one of his four hives, this one 
started in mid-March.

Willie Parrish stands in front of his shrine to beekeeping, which include his homegrown wares of honey, wax and candies. Anyone who wants a 
jacket, veil and hive boxes complete with all the accessories needed to launch a new beekeeping hobby need look no further.

Willie Parrish constructs a panel to put within a hive box.

Photos by Chris Berendt | Sampson Independent
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regularly	each	week	to	do	the	maintenance	and	coach	his	
father.

“You	 respect	 them,	 they’ll	 respect	 you,”	 Johnson	 says	
as	he	approaches	one	of	his	four	hives	at	Hilltop	Apiary,	
named	for	its	place	at	the	peak	of	a	private	drive	near	the	
busy	roadway.	“Every	hive	has	a	distinct	odor	generated	
by	the	queen	in	that	hive,	and	they	know	to	stay	out	if	it’s	
not	theirs.”

The	queen	is	at	the	heart	of	the	honeybees’	ecosystem,	
which	determines	whether	the	hive	is	fruitful	or	not.

“A	 queen	 can	 lay	 3,000	 eggs	 a	 day.	 If	 she’s	 not	 laying	
right,	then	you	have	to	re-queen	or	the	bees	will	swarm	
and	leave	you,”	Johnson	points	out.

Two	years	ago,	the	Johnsons’	two	hives	yielded	80	pounds	
of	honey.	Last	year,	the	yield	was	just	18	pounds	from	one	
of	 three	 that	was	 able	 to	 be	 harvested.	 It	was	 a	 down	
year,	 Johnson	 notes.	With	 some	 hobbyists	maintaining	
dozens	of	hives,	and	potentially	harvesting	each	hive	two	
or	three	times	a	year,	the	yield	can	be	quite	significant.

And	the	beekeeping	tradition	in	North	Carolina	is	perhaps	
one	 of	 the	 richest	 in	 the	 nation.	 The	 N.C.	 Beekeepers	
Association	 turned	 101	 years	 old	 this	 year	 and	 North	
Carolina	 has	more	 hobbyist	 beekeepers	 than	 any	 other	
state.	About	a	third	of	N.C.	counties,	Sampson	included,	
have	their	own	beekeeping	associations.

“If	you	have	any	spare	time	in	keeping	bees,	you	no	longer	
have	any	spare	time,”	Johnson	says	with	a	grin.

But	for	the	hobbyists,	it	is	time	well	spent.

“As	I’ve	gotten	into	it,	I’ve	gotten	really	excited	about	it,”	
he	continues.	“As	you	get	hives,	there’s	always	something	
to	 do.	 It’s	 addictive	 and	 enjoyable.	 They’re	 fascinating	
insects.”

Parrish,	between	his	time	running	a	business	and	helping	
other	 beekeepers,	 advocates	 for	 more	 education	 and	
promotion	of	beekeeping	across	the	state.

He	was	appointed	by	the	state	to	the	N.C.	Farm	Bureau’s	
Beekeeper,	 Pollination	 and	Honey	Advisory	 Committee.	
This	year,	the	group	has	recommended	a	number	of	steps	
be	 taken	 to	 help	 the	 honeybee	 population	 thrive.	 The	
honeybee	contributes	to	one-third	of	the	country’s	food	
supply	but	the	population	is	declining.	In	2016,	8	percent	
of	 the	 bees	 disappeared,	 according	 to	 the	 American	
Beekeepers	Federation.

Promotion	of	the	state	and	national	beekeeping	industry,	
as	well	as	labs	and	other	facilities,	so	pollination	for	crops	
across	 the	country	can	be	adequately	met	 is	at	 the	 top	
of	the	committee’s	list.	That	includes	intensifying	efforts	

Chris Berendt | Sampson Independent

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Annette and Willie Parrish look over a photo album of their lives in 
the beekeeping world.

Most beekeepers used to wear coveralls, says Willie Parrish, right, 
pictured with Walter Chancey Moore back in the old days.

Bees won’t bother you if you don’t bother them, beekeepers say.

An old Black River Beekeepers Association display at the Sampson 
County Expo in the early 1980s.
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We would also like to say Thank You, to our local farmers 
and we are proud of your accomplishments.

1940 Hobbton Hwy.,Clinton 
LOCATED ON HWY. 701 N.

P.O. BOX 67
mail@lockamytek.com

.cnI ,ycnegA ecnarusnI 
Lockamy/Tek

592-4700

Hog/Poultry Farmers
We have very competitive rates on hog/

poultry houses. Call us today for a quote!

Health Benefits of Honey

A sign that can be seen in the windows 
of several stores in Sampson, including 
this one at Willie’s Camping Center.

There are at least 40 types of honey, 
each having a distinctive taste and 
unique properties. Darker honey 
is known to have a higher level of 
antioxidants.

•	Prevent	 cancer	 and	 heart	 disease	—	 honey	 contains	 flavonoids,	 antioxidants	 which	 help	
reduce	the	risk	of	some	cancers	and	heart	disease

•	Reduce	 ulcers	 and	 other	 gastrointestinal	 disorders	—	 Recent	 research	 shows	 that	 honey	
treatment	may	help	disorders	such	as	ulcers	and	bacterial	gastroenteritis.

•	Anti-bacterial	—	honey	 is	antibacterial	because	bees	add	an	enzyme	that	makes	hydrogen	
peroxide

•	Increase	 athletic	 performance	 —	 helps	 athletes	 maintain	 glycogen	 levels	 and	 improves	
recovery	time	better	than	other	sweeteners

•	Reduces	a	cough	and	throat	 irritation	—	honey	helps	with	coughs,	particularly	buckwheat	
honey.	In	a	study	of	105	children,	a	single	dose	of	buckwheat	honey	was	just	as	effective	as	
a	single	dose	of	dextromethorphan	in	relieving	nocturnal	cough	and	allowing	proper	sleep

•	Body	balance	—	honey	has	been	said	to	be	useful	in	improving	eyesight,	weight	loss,	urinary	
tract	disorders,	bronchial	asthma,	diarrhea,	and	nausea

•	Blood	sugar	regulation	—	the	combination	of	fructose	and	glucose	helps	the	body	regulate	
blood	sugar	levels

•	Heal	wounds	and	burns	—	External	application	of	honey	has	been	shown	to	be	as	effective	as	
conventional	treatment	with	silver	sulfadiazine.	It	is	speculated	that	the	drying	effect	of	the	
simple	sugars	and	honey’s	antibacterial	nature	combine	to	create	this	effect

•	Probiotic	—	Some	varieties	possess	large	amounts	of	friendly	bacteria
•	Strengthen	the	immune	system	—	stimulates	the	production	of	immune	cells

There are at least 40 types of honey. Each type has a distinctive taste and unique properties. Darker honey is known to have a higher level of antioxidants. 
Honey should always be pure and raw. Raw honey contains vitamins, minerals and enzymes not present in refined honey. Some varieties include Manuka 
honey, Buckwheat, Wildflower, Alfalfa, Black Locust, Raw Locust Honey, Blueberry, Orange Blossom, Clover and Monofloral honey.

Honey is one of the oldest sweeteners on earth and has many benefits and uses:
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From finding ingredients that inspire you in the kitchen to 
managing inventory, planning your menu, scheduling your 
staff and connecting to customers online – the demands  
of your restaurant can be hard work.

We have the innovative food products, industry expertise 
and business tools you need to make it all easy.

WE HELP YOU MAKE IT™
Find out how at www.usfoods.com

© 2018 US Foods, Inc. 03-2018 SPE-2018022607

From finding ingredients that
inspire you in the kitchen to 
managing inventory, planning your 
menu, scheduling your staff and 
connecting to customers online – 
t he demands of your restaurant can 
be hard work.

We have the innovative food 
products, industry expertise and 
business tools you need to make it 
all easy.

WE HELP YOU MAKE IT™
Find out how at 
www.usfoods.com

© 2018 US Foods, Inc. 03-2018 SPE-2018022607

in	 enlisting	 and	 training	 beekeepers,	 with	 a	 focus	 on	
recruiting	young	beekeepers.

A	new	outfitted	bee	field	lab	at	N.C.	State	University,	along	
with	the	establishment	of	a	beekeeping	research	facility,	
are	additional	goals.	Taking	measures	to	encourage	honey	
producers	 is	crucial,	such	as	developing	a	honey	market	
and	 making	 the	 sale	 of	 honeybees,	 hives	 and	 related	
materials	tax-exempt,	they	say.

The	 committee	 is	 also	 urging	 the	 N.C.	 Cooperative	
Extension	Service	and	the	N.C.	Department	of	Agriculture	
and	 Consumer	 Services	 to	 know	 local	 beekeepers	 and	
be	more	aggressive	 in	educating	the	general	public	and	
vegetable	and	fruit	crop	producers	of	the	importance	of	
bees	in	pollinating	crops.

The	Sampson	beekeepers	chapter	works	closely	with	the	
N.C.	 Cooperative	 Extension,	 including	 agent	Della	 King,	
during	 regular	 monthly	 meetings	 of	 the	 group,	 hosted	
by	the	Extension	at	its	livestock	facility.	There	is	a	vested	
interest	 by	 all	 in	 providing	 a	 habitat	 for	 honey	 bees	 so	
they	 thrive,	 pollinate	 and	 produce	—	 aiding	 them	 and	
helping	the	world	we	live	in.

That	is	vital,	local	beekeepers	implore.

“If	 we	 don’t	 do	 something,”	 Parrish	 imparts,	 “the	
honeybees	are	going	to	fade	out.”

Managing Editor Chris Berendt can be reached at 910-592-8137 ext. 
2587.

Busy bee: Willie Parrish has hordes of beekeeping materials and 
related tasks that he completes in a rear storage room of his 
camping center.

Chris Berendt
Sampson Independent
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CLINTON TRUCK & TRACTOR CO., I
107 NE BLVD HWY 701
CLINTON, NC 283282419
910-592-4188
clintontt.com

Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. 

SEE US TODAY. 

BE READY.

From the feedlot to the pasture, the Case IH Farmall® C series tractors help you do more. Available 
in a range of rugged models, all with efficient Tier 4A-compliant engines, the Farmall C lets you go 
the distance on less fuel. Industry-leading comfort increases your productivity by reducing operator 
fatigue. Choose models ranging from 75C – 115C, with available options and transmission upgrades 
to get a workhorse ready to take on all your tasks. Learn more at caseih.com.

CLINTON TRUCK & TRACTOR CO., I
107 NE BLVD HWY 701
CLINTON, NC 283282419
910-592-4188
clintontt.com

Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. 

SEE US TODAY. 

BE READY.

From the feedlot to the pasture, the Case IH Farmall® C series tractors help you do more. Available 
in a range of rugged models, all with efficient Tier 4A-compliant engines, the Farmall C lets you go 
the distance on less fuel. Industry-leading comfort increases your productivity by reducing operator 
fatigue. Choose models ranging from 75C – 115C, with available options and transmission upgrades 
to get a workhorse ready to take on all your tasks. Learn more at caseih.com.

CLINTON TRUCK & TRACTOR CO., I
107 NE BLVD HWY 701
CLINTON, NC 283282419
910-592-4188
clintontt.com

Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. 

SEE US TODAY. 

BE READY.

From the feedlot to the pasture, the Case IH Farmall® C series tractors help you do more. Available 
in a range of rugged models, all with efficient Tier 4A-compliant engines, the Farmall C lets you go 
the distance on less fuel. Industry-leading comfort increases your productivity by reducing operator 
fatigue. Choose models ranging from 75C – 115C, with available options and transmission upgrades 
to get a workhorse ready to take on all your tasks. Learn more at caseih.com.

Clinton truCk & traCtor Co., i
107 NE BLVD HWY 701 | Clinton, NC 28328-2419
910-592-4188 | clintontt.com

Abuzz With Activity: THe INsIde of A HIve

Source: PerfectBee

The	standard	beehive	used	in	many	parts	of	the	world	for	beekeeping	is	based	on	the	Langstroth	hive.	The	advantage	of	this	
type	of	vertically	modular	hive	is	that	the	bees	build	honeycomb	into	frames,	which	can	be	moved	with	ease.	It	consists	of	the	
following:

Stand and Bottom Board
	The	bottom	of	the	hive	is	the	bottom	board.	While	some	bottom	boards	are	solid,	screened	boards	—	incorporating	a	screen	
open	to	the	space	below	—	help	with	ventilation,	which	helps	the	colony	keep	the	temperature	at	the	right	level,	as	well	as	
removing	moisture.

Entrance Reducer
Often	an	“entrance	 reducer”	 is	 placed	between	 the	bottom	board	 and	 the	brood	box.	 They	 are	often	used	while	 a	 hive	 is	
establishing	itself	and	it	is	common	for	them	to	be	packaged	with	the	bottom	board.

Brood Box (or Deep Super)
The	brood	box	sits	on	the	bottom	board	and	is,	in	many	ways,	the	soul	of	the	hive.	This	is	where	the	queen	will	live	—	the	hive	
is	constructed	to	ensure	she	can’t	leave	the	brood	box	—	and	therefore	where	she	will	lay	her	eggs	and	young	bees	are	raised.	
The	brood	box	is	also	used	by	the	colony	to	store	reserves	of	pollen	and	honey.

Queen Excluder
	The	queen	is	constrained	to	the	brood	box	by	placing	a	framed	grid	on	top,	which	has	gaps	sufficient	to	allow	worker	bees	to	
pass	through,	but	not	queens	or	drones.

Supers
Above	 the	queen	excluder	 there	are	generally	one	or	more	“supers.”	These	are	areas	 in	which	 the	colony	can	expand.	The	
supers,	which	are	less	tall	than	the	brood	box,	are	used	by	worker	bees	to	store	honey.	Many	beekeepers		have	three	supers	in	
total,	including	the	brood	box,	during	the	active	season,	allowing	the	colony	to	expand	and	for	the	storage	of	yet	more	honey.	
As	a	guideline,	a	fully	laden	brood	box	can	weigh	80	pounds	or	more.	Therefore,	the	honey	supers	are	less	tall,	to	reduce	their	
weight,	although	they	can	still	exceed	30	pounds.

Inner and Telescoping Covers
Topping	 off	 the	 hive	 is	 the	 inner	 cover,	 along	with	 a	 telescoping	 cover.	 It	 forms	 an	 air	 pocket	 that	 is	 helpful	 in	 regulating	
temperature.	The	telescoping	cover	generally	has	ventilation	holes,	which	are	essential	to	keep	the	hive	dry
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© 2018 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

*Pricing subject to change.

Siler City
17720 Hwy. 64 W.

800-854-3425

Taylorsville, NC
810 Old Wilksboro

Rd. Extension
828-352-7078

Biscoe, NC
221 Shady Oak Dr.
877-710-0288

Clinton, NC
906 Southeast Blvd.
866-831-9169

Elizabethtown, NC
2406 Hwy. 701 N.
877-773-2720

Rose Hill, NC
615 N. Sycamore St.
800-779-4657

Beulaville, NC
246 NC Hwy 41 N.
866-569-2741

Goldsboro, NC
5377 Hwy. 70 E.

800-722-0646

Bethel, NC
7160 S. Main St.

855-271-7781

NEWTON GROVE, NC
400 Clinton St.

800-949-4647

Aulander, NC
440 Hwy 561 W.

866-901-0092
Yadkinville, NC

406 West Maple Street
844-528-3518

MON-FRI 7AM-5PM • SAT 8AM-12 NOON

Lumber projects 

LARGEOR SMALL

 (910) 594-0219

www.hogslat.com

Galvanized Driveway Pipe
We stock 12”, 15”,18”, 24” and its 20’ Long. 

It’s DOT approved. 16ga Galvanized

#HS9011 1100 1/3 48Y 115/230 4.33/2.16 Direct Drive, 24” $129.15
#HS9005A 850 1/2 48 115/230 6.6/3.3 Direct Drive, 36” $151.38
#HS9000* 1725 1 56 115/208-230 8.6/4.9/4.3 Belt Drive, 48”-50” $191.84
#HS9014C* 1725 1-1/2 56 115/208-230 10.8/5.4 Belt Drive, 52”-54” $228.48

Item# RPM Hp Frame Voltage Amps Use Price

Single Speed 
Fan Motors

2-YEAR 
WARRANTY

CALL FOR 
TRUCKLOAD PRICING

Available in 4’, 5’, and 
6’ Heights, 6” thick. 
Coated with ProTec to prevent against UV 
and mechanical damage. Special order with 
ProTec on bottom 2” in some locations.

Numbers listed represent truckload quantities

IN STOCK!

4’ Pad: 1,600 pads
5’ Pad: 1,280 pads
6’ Pad: 1,024 pads

*Newton Grove, NC location only

*Newton Grove, NC location only

• TEAO Motors    

• Permanently lubricated ball bearing

• Dual start/run capacitors  

• 5/8” shaft  

• Auto overload

*HS9000 = High S.F. (Service Factor) 1.4 Motor    *HS9014A = High S.F. (Service Factor) 1.5 Motor
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Honeybees 101
World ‘doomed’ Without Them

T he	 Sampson	 County	 Beekeepers	 Association	
started	 out	 as	 the	 Black	 River	 Beekeepers	
Association,	which	disbanded	in	the	1990s.	It	was	

revived	 as	 the	 Sampson	 County	 Beekeepers	 in	 2008.	 It	
is	 associated	with	 the	North	Carolina	State	Beekeepers	
Association.	We	also	work	closely	with	the	North	Carolina	
Extension	 Service.	 The	 beekeepers	 meet	 the	 second	
Thursday	 each	 month	 at	 6:30	 p.m.	 in	 the	 conference	
room	of	the	Sampson	County	Livestock	Arena.

Willie	Parrish	of	Willie’s	Camping	Center	is	a	mainstay	of	
the	 beekeepers	 group.	 He	 has	 been	 in	 beekeeping	 for	
over	40	years	and	has	seen	many	changes.	He	is	a	great	
mentor	to	us	younger	beekeepers	and	is	still	very	active	
in	beekeeping.

In	 times	past,	you	could	put	a	hive	out	and	they	would	
take	 care	of	 themselves.	 They	 still	will	 today;	however,	
they	require	a	bit	more	care	since	we	have	several	pests	
that	are	trying	to	take	over	the	hives.	Varroa	mites	have	
become	a	huge	problem.	Although	very	small,	a	Varroa	
mite	on	a	bee’s	back	is	like	a	human	with	a	12-pound	tick	
on	one’s	back.

Another	 huge	 problem	 for	 bees	 is	 habitat	 destruction.	
The	wild	flowers	along	wood	lines	and	highways	are	being	
destroyed	 by	mowing	 and	 in	many	 cases	 by	 herbicides	
being	 sprayed.	 Another	 problem	 is	 insecticides.	 The	

intensive	 and	 extensive	 use	 of	 insecticides	 has	 caused	
a	 large	 decline	 in	 honeybees	 and	 other	 pollinators.	
Dandelions	 are	 a	 favorite	 bee	 flower.	 We’re	 not	
begrudging	 homeowners	 their	 neat	 lawns,	 however,	
mow	less	frequently	and	let	the	dandelions	flower	to	give	
bees	a	chance.	Large	open	areas	of	native	wild	flowers	are	
disappearing,	being	cut	down	or	paved	over.	This	impacts	
honeybees	 and	 other	 pollinators	 and	 the	 ecosystems	
they	support.

Honeybees	 and	 other	 pollinators	 provide	 food	 chain	
development	and	support	numerous	ecosystem	services.	
Without	honeybees,	many	plant	species,	 including	most	
of	the	fruits	and	vegetables	humans	 like,	would	die	off.	
Ecosystems	are	like	links	in	a	chain.	If	one	link	is	broken,	
everything	about	that	broken	link	is	affected	usually	in	a	
harmful	way.

Honeybees	do	much	more	 than	 just	produce	honey	 for	
us	 to	 harvest.	Most	 people	 don’t	 realize	 that	 about	 90	
percent	of	the	food	on	our	tables	is	the	result	of	pollinators.	
About	 85	 percent	 is	 the	 direct	 result	 of	 the	 actions	 of	
honeybees.	They	are	essential	in	the	production	of	many	
vegetable	 crops	 including:	 cucumbers,	 watermelons,	
coffee,	safflower,	sunflowers,	strawberries,	butterbeans,	
cotton,	 soybeans,	 okra,	 citrus,	 almonds,	 alfalfa,	 apples	
and	peaches.

According	 to	 recent	 statistics,	 pollinators	 (honeybees,	
wild	bees,	butterflies,	etc)	account	for	about	$24	billion	

Learning the Vital role of our Social insect Cohabitants
By David Johnson
Beekeepers Association

Hive boxes at David and Joseph Johnson’s 
Hilltop Apiary in the Newton Grove area. An 
apiary is a place where bees are kept, often 
a collection of bee hives such as these.

David Johnson uses a 
smoker before checking 

on his hive. The smoker is 
used to calm honeybees.

Photos by Chris Berendt | Sampson Independent
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Specializing in 
leafy greens, 

mixed 
vegetables & 

sweet potatoes

BURCH FARMS
685 Burch Road

Faison, NC 28341

910-267-5781 | FAX: 910-267-1133
GEORGIANA’S brand SWEET POTATOES
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C&R
BUILDING SUPPLY

Custom Built for Every Building Need
NOTHING TOO LARGE OR SMALL

All Trusses Engineered and Approved by MiTek

Special Thanks To 
All Our Customers

Owned & Operated by Charlie & Regina Williams

C&R
BUILDING SUPPLY

Custom Built for Every Building Need
NOTHING TOO LARGE OR SMALL

All Trusses Engineered and Approved by MiTek

Special Thanks To 
All Our Customers

Owned & Operated by Charlie & Regina Williams

DaviD Williams
Regina Williams

Phone: 910-567-6293 • Fax: 910-567-5008
Toll Free: 1-888-529-1451

2300 Ernest Williams Road • Autryville, NC 28318
Founded by Charlie Williams in 1990

in	 farm	 products	 annually.	 Of	 that,	 about	 $15	 billion	 is	
directly	attributed	to	honeybees.	Nationally,	honey	brings	
in	about	$150	million	per	year.

Some	 honeybee	 facts:	 in	 order	 to	make	 one	 pound,	 16	
ounces,	 of	 honey,	 takes	 1,152	 bees	 flying	 112	 thousand	
miles	and	visiting	4.5	million	flowers.

Honeybees	 are	 social	 insects.	 There	 are	 three	 types	
of	bees	 in	a	hive.	Most	are	workers	and	all	workers	are	
female.	 Workers	 have	 different	 jobs	 as	 well.	 As	 young	
bees	hatch	out,	they	have	hive	duty,	cleaning,	producing	
the	bees	wax	 for	 the	hive,	making	honey	out	of	nectar	
brought	in,	bee	bread	from	the	pollen,	and	attending	to	
eggs	and	larvae.	As	they	age,	they	take	on	other	jobs	such	
as	guard	bees	at	the	hive	entrance,	soldier	bees	to	ward	
off	invaders,	and	air	conditioning	to	keep	the	hive	warm	
or	 cool.	 They,	 also,	 become	 foragers,	 the	 bees	 that	 go	
out	and	collect	pollen	and	nectar.	The	bees	that	we	see	
working	flowers	are	foragers.	Unless	you	go	into	an	open	
hive,	you	don’t	see	the	other	bees	doing	their	 jobs.	The	
lives	of	honeybees	are	short,	three	to	four	weeks.

The	next	largest,	number	wise,	are	the	drones.	They	are	
male	bees	and	have	no	function	other	than	to	mate	with	
the	queen.	As	the	summer	season	changes	to	fall,	most	
of	the	drones	are	kicked	out	of	the	hive	for	winter	so	the	David Johnson | For the Independent

A swarm of bees can be collected and thrive within a hive box.
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• Site Estimates and Installation
• Concrete, Drawings and Hassle Free Permits
• Components and Kits
• Delivery available, 

ORDER TODAY
714 Warsaw Road Clinton, NC 28328

910-590-3513
www.sebp-usa.com

www.jamestradingcompany.com

311 N. East St.
Roseboro, NC

(910) 525-5353

More than just another 
hardware store.

Serving farmers and 
the entire community.

workers	don’t	have	to	feed	them.

There	 is	 only	 one	 queen	 in	 the	 hive.	 She	 sets	 the	 tone	
of	the	hive	but	doesn’t	rule	the	hive	as	some	think.	The	
workers	in	the	hive	have	control.	Her	job	is	to	simply	lay	
eggs.	A	good	queen	in	a	strong	hive	can	lay	up	to	3,000	
eggs	a	day.	Given	the	short	life	span	of	the	workers,	it	is	
important	that	she	lay	that	number	of	eggs	just	to	keep	the	
hive	thriving.	She	has	her	small	group	of	attendants	that	
take	care	of	her	every	need	from	feeding	to	grooming.

In	 late	 summer	 into	 early	 fall,	 a	 good	 strong	 colony	 of	

bees	numbers	60,000	 to	70,000.	As	 the	weather	cools,	
the	number	dwindles	down	to	20,000	to	30,000	to	keep	
the	hive	alive	through	the	cold	weather.

Another	interesting	fact	about	bees	is	that,	their	season	
is	about	three	months	ahead	of	the	weather	and	human	
season.	For	example,	in	January,	the	queen	picks	up	eggs	
laying	to	get	the	hive	ready	for	the	spring	honey	flow	that	
happens	in	April	and	May	as	more	flowers	open.

The	Sampson	County	Beekeepers	has	a	bee	yard	of	their	
own	where	we	have	10	hives.

The vitamins and minerals in honey 
are easily absorbed by the body 
and it can be used as a sedative, an 
antiseptic and antibiotic.

In late summer into early fall, a good strong colony of bees numbers 60,000 to 70,000. As the weather cools, 
the number dwindles down to 20,000 to 30,000 to keep the hive alive through the cold weather.

Photos by Chris Berendt | Sampson Independent
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MURFREESBORO, NC  (252) 398-3116
KENANSVILLE, NC  (910) 296-9840
PEMBROKE, NC  (252) 398-7020

WWW.BBANDI.COM

Call Us Today For All Your Irrigation Needs!
Ag Sense Remote Control Technology

For New Old Pivots

GET FULL CENTER PIVOT 
CONTROL FROM ANYWHERE

 BUY NOW- BEFORE THE PRICE 
OF STEEL INCREASES     

THE PRICE IS RIGHT AND THE 
TIME IS NOW!

Call Us For Your Free Assessment

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS!
3-Locations & 5-Certified Technicians

INCENTIVES 
AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY!!

CommanmderVP®

Eliminate your daily drives to the field, now that your command 
center is never farther away than your back pocket. CommanderVP® 
extends the capabilities of your digital panels to your computer, 
tablet or smartphone.

Get control on command

Health Note

Honey	 is	 nature’s	 most	 perfect	 food	 because	 it	 has	
already	been	partially	digested	by	 the	bees	 in	changing	
flower	nectar	to	honey.	It	contains	many	nutrients.	One	
hundred	 (100)	grams	of	honey	has	 the	 food	equivalent	
of	about	1.5	gallons	of	milk	and	about	170	grams	of	beef.

Diabetics	 that	 are	 controlling	 their	 sugar	 level	 can	
consume	 up	 to	 a	 tablespoon	 of	 honey	 a	 day	 and	 not	
adversely	 affect	 sugar	 levels,	 in	 fact	 it	 would	 probably	
help	with	other	things.	The	vitamins	and	minerals	in	honey	
are	easily	absorbed	by	the	body.	Honey	can	be	used	as	
a	 sedative,	 an	 antiseptic	 and	 antibiotic.	 Before	modern	

medicine	 and	 antibiotics,	 honey	 was	 used	 treating	
wounds	 by	 coating	 the	 wound	
with	honey	and	covering.	Honey	
has	been	discovered	in	Egyptian	
Pyramids	 that	 is	 approximately	
8,000	years	old	and	is	still	edible.

It’s	 a	 rather	 drastic	 statement,	
but	 without	 honeybees	 the	
world	is	doomed.

David Johnson is a regular contributor 
to The Sampson Independent and is the 
acting president of the Sampson County 
Beekeepers Association.

Honeycomb produced by bees.

David Johnson

The queen bee, the 
driving force behind 

every hive, has distinct 
markings and is larger 

than all the others.

Photos by David Johnson
For the Independent
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Alignment and Brake Services 
for Cars, Trucks and 

Tractor Trucks

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
517 Warsaw Road

Clinton, North Carolina 28328
Email: Edwardsalignment@gmail.com

Ph:910-490-1292 
 Fax 910-490-1286

Michael Edwards Owner

alignment center

Edwards

Michael Edwards, Owner
910-592-4741

317 S.E. Blvd. • Clinton, NC 28328
www.tireincofclinton.com

We Sell...
Tractor Tires • Industrial Tires

Logging Tires 
 Bandag Retread Tires 

Medium Truck Tires
Passeger & Light Truck Tires

Trailer Tires • Lawn & Garden Tires
Used Medium Truck Wheels & Rims

Nitrogen for commercial, 
passenger and farm tires.

We Offer...
Road Service

Tire Repairs on: Cars, Trucks, 
Tractors, Logging & 

Construction Equipment

Tires Inc.

NO DETOURS™
Bandag Retread Dealer

Firestone Associate Dealer

Tires of Clinton has been locally owned for over 40 
years and family owned for the last 12 years. We are a 
certified dealer of Nexen, Nitto, and Firestone, and we 
stock tires for cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, tractors, and all 

your other farm equipment.
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Bee good Honey Farm: A growing empire
sweet satisfaction

T ony	 and	 Kathy	 Parker	 started	
beekeeping	 about	 seven	 years	
ago	 as	 a	 hobby,	 and	 they	 have	

since	 turned	 their	 three-hive	 empire	
into	 150	 hives	 and	 plan	 to	more	 than	
quadruple	that	in	the	next	year.

Tony	has	always	had	an	interest	in	bees	
and	 the	 enter-workings	 of	 the	 hive	
and	 honey	 production.	 His	 curiosity	
grew	 into	 a	 passion	 and	 today,	 along	
with	 his	 wife,	 he	 manages	 hundreds	
of	 thousands	 of	 bees	 and	 gallons	 of	
honey.

“I	started	doing	this	as	a	hobby,”	Tony	
explained.	“It’s	now	turned	into	a	job.	
I	 have	 always	 had	 a	 passion	 for	 bees	
and	learning	about	them,	and	now	that	
passion	has	grown.”

The	Parkers	 rent	 the	majority	of	 their	
hives	to	local	farmers	to	help	maintain	
their	 cops.	 Between	 the	 five	 hives	 in	
his	 backyard	 and	 the	 other	 145	 hives	
across	 Sampson	 County	 and	 the	
North	Carolina	mountains,	they	collect	
roughly	 700	 pounds	 or	 55	 gallons	 of	
honey	each	year.

According	 to	 Tony,	 each	 colony	 of	
bees	 houses	 50,000-70,000	 bees.	
Colonies	 are	 divided	 into	 a	 three-tier	
organization	 and	 made	 of	 workers,	
one	 queen	 and	 around	 2,000	 drones.	
Worker	bees,	those	who	travel	outside	
of	 the	hive	 to	 collect	nectar,	only	 live	
for	three	to	six	weeks.	Within	their	life	
span,	 each	worker	 bee	 collects	 about	
one	teaspoon	of	nectar.

Nectar	 is	produced	by	the	glands	of	a	
Tony and Kathy Parker gather and sell approximately 55 gallons of honey each year.

Photos by Kristy D. Carter | Sampson IndependentBy Kristy D. Carter
kcarter@clintonnc.com
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Supporting 
the communities we serve.

www.stmc.net

Veterinary 
Medical 

Clinic
William Oglesby, DVM

804 Southeast Boulevard
Clinton, NC 28328

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:30pm

(910) 592-3338

Healthy Animals are Happy Animals

We Treat
Both Small 

Animals and 
Large Animals 

flower.	 Worker	 bees	 penetrate	
the	flower’s	petals	and	suck	the	
nectar	 out	 with	 their	 tongues	
and	then	deposit	the	nectar	into	
the	 honey	 sac	 or	 abdomen.	 As	
the	nectar	 journeys	 through	 the	
bee’s	 body,	 water	 is	 drawn	 out	
and	into	the	bee’s	intestines.

“Many	people	think	the	nectar	is	
then	vomited	up	by	the	bee,	but	
that	 isn’t	 true,”	 Tony	 explained.	
“It’s	actually	deposited	into	their	
honey	sac.”

Once	 a	 worker	 bee	 collects	 as	
much	 nectar	 as	 possible,	 they	
deposit	it	into	empty	honeycomb	
cells,	 where	 other	 worker	 bees	
ingest	 the	 honey	 to	 add	 more	
enzymes	 and	 further	 ripen	 the	
honey.	 Once	 the	 honey	 is	 fully	
ripened,	 it	 is	 deposited	 into	 a	
honeycomb	cell	one	last	time	and	

then	capped	with	a	thin	 layer	of	
beeswax.

Each	 year,	 the	 Parkers	 process	
their	 honeycombs	 and	 gather	
honey	 that	 is	 bottled,	 labeled	
and	sold.

As	 part	 of	 the	 process	 in	
manufacturing	 the	 honey,	 Tony	
says	he	removes	the	honeycomb	
from	 the	 hive,	 leaving	
approximately	 one-third	 for	 the	
bees	 within	 the	 colony	 to	 feed	
off	of	the	next	year.

Honeycombs	are	then	placed	into	
a	 transport	 box	 and	 taken	 into	
a	 room	 that	 is	 completely	 free	
of	 bees.	 Once	 inside	 the	 room,	
the	 honeycombs	 are	 uncapped	
and	then	the	honey	 is	extracted	
from	 the	 combs	 using	 a	 large	
drum	 that	 draws	 the	 honey	 out	

at	a	slow	process	to	prevent	the	
combs	from	breaking.

From	 the	 extractor,	 the	 honey	
drips	 down	 into	 a	 cone-shaped	
bottom	and	into	food-grade	five	
gallon	buckets.	The	buckets	have	
been	 specially	 designed	 to	 have	
a	spigot	on	the	end,	making	the	
process	of	bottling	easier.

“Honestly,	 we	 do	 a	 lot	 of	
experimenting	 to	 see	 what	
works	the	best,”	Tony	said	about	
getting	 the	best	honey	 from	his	
bees.

Each	hive	has	its	own	queen,	and	
that	 queen	 can	 make	 or	 break	
the	amount	and	quality	of	honey	
that’s	produced.	That	queen	lays	
between	 1,200-1,600	 eggs	 each	
day.

“If	 the	 queen	 isn’t	 happy,	 then	
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Specializing in Mr. Garfield’s Famous Liver Pudding, 
Cooked the Old Fashioned Way. 

Clear Run Farms’ Country Sausage and Eastern NC BBQ

Fresh 
Seasonal
Produce

BBQ
Pigs

Try Our
“PORKBURGER”

available at The Grill
open for Breakfast & Lunch

6:00am - 5:00pm

Located at the intersection of Hwy 421 & 41, Harrells, NC

910-532-4470

Hometown Convenience

Equal Pay Options
Automatic Deliveries
24-Hr Emergency Service
Price Protection
Unparalleled Customer Service

910-592-6121
www.bjwilliamsoninc.com  820 Elizabeth St. - Clinton, NC

Don’t be left out in the dark!
Kohler Stand-By 

generator products

Rinnai Water Heater 
Up To $200 in Rebates

Celebrating 90 years of Business

Kathy Parker makes soaps using honey, bees wax, goat milk and oils.

S20

20
 

H
om

e 
g

ro
w

n
 m

ag
az

in
e 

Ju
n

e 
20

18



We have been part of the community since 1951. Our mission is to be a world class provider of transportation and 
logistics services specializing  in wood residuals.

Locations
H a r r e l l s  N C  –  W i l m i n g t o n  N C  –  D u d l e y  N C  -  A y d e n  N C  –  A h o s k i e  N C  –  G a r y s b u r g  N C  –  F r a n k l i n  VA

www.EzzellTrucking.com | 910-532-4101

Ezzell Trucking, Inc.
We Built Our Business On Service

There are many 
health benefits 
to honey. The 
Bee Good 
Honey Farm 
sells around 
700 pounds 
of honey each 
year.

the	hive	isn’t	happy,”	Tony	shared.

If	 necessary,	 Tony	 can	 rid	 a	 hive	 of	 the	
insufficient	 queen	 and	 work	 to	 make	
another	queen	for	that	hive.

In	 addition	 to	 the	 health	 benefits	
surrounding	honey,	Tony	says	someone	can	
be	 sustained	 off	 honey	 alone.	 The	 sweet,	
syrupy	substance	is	made	of	water,	glucose,	
fructose,	pollen,	wax	and	mineral	salts	—	all	
essential	in	life.

The	quality	and	taste,	as	well	as	the	color,	
is	dependent	upon	the	type	of	flower	that	
supplies	 the	 nectar.	 Alfalfa	 and	 clover	
produce	 a	white	 honey,	 heather	 produces	
a	reddish-brown	honey,	lavender	produces	
an	 amber	 honey	 and	 acacia	 and	 sainfoin	
produces	a	lighter,	straw	colored	honey.

“The	 amber	 colored	 honeys	 are	 more	
appealing	to	most	people,	but	the	fact	is	all	
of	it	has	the	same	health	benefits	and	it	all	
tastes	just	as	good,”	Tony	said.
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Supporting Our 
Agricultural Community!

418 SE BoulEvard | Clinton, nC 1429 SunSEt avEnuE | Clinton, nC
1501 HarnEtt-dunn Hwy, 

nEwton GrovE

NEW DIGITAL DRIVE-THRU MENU!
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The	 Parker’s	 brand,	 Bee	 Good	
Honey,	 is	 sold	 locally	 at	 Carlie	
C’s.	 There	 are	 some	health-food	
stores	 north	 of	 Greensboro	
and	near	 the	 coast	who	 sell	 the	
product	and	anyone	is	able	to	get	
honey	from	either	Tony	or	Kathy.

“Honey	 is	 the	 only	 food	 that	 is	
edible	 by	 humans	 that	 is	 made	
completely	 by	 insects,”	 Tony	
explained.	 “Everything	 about	
honey	 is	 healthy.	 It	 never	 goes	
bad	and	it	can	be	used	for	many	
purposes.”

In	 the	 future,	 the	 Parkers	 want	
to	 grow	 their	 empire	 to	 have	
around	600	hives	and	eventually	
they	would	like	to	make	it	a	full-
time	business.

“I	 would	 like	 to	 be	 able	 to	 get	
into	the	schools	and	local	groups	
to	educate	them	on	bees	and	the	
process	of	making	honey,”	Tony	
said.

The	Parkers	have	10	Russian	bee	
hives.	 While	 the	 honey	 these	
bees	 produces	 is	 just	 a	 good	
as	 any	 other	 type	 of	 bee,	 the	

maintenance	 behind	 them	 is	
much	 easier	 and	 they	 produce	
more	honey	than	most	bees.

Kathy	 has	 started	 utilizing	 the	
honey	 in	 soaps	 made	 with	 the	
natural	sweetener,	goat	milk	and	
beeswax.	 After	 playing	 around	
with	 different	 recipes,	 she	 says	
she	feels	she	has	two	that	work	
great	 and	 she	 will	 continue	 to	
use.

Reach Kristy D. Carter at 910-592-8137, ext. 
2588. Follow us on Twitter at @SampsonInd. 
Like us on Facebook.

Tony Parker began working with bees approximately seven years 
ago as a hobby. Today, he has more than 150 hives.

There are anywhere 
from 50,000-70,000 
bees in each hive.
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Kenansville 

Equipment Co Inc.

Our mission: 
To make every customer 

a life-long customer

Serving farmers and 
the community for 57 years

110 Hwy 11
Kenansville Nc 28349

910-296-0777A Kubota dealer

CALL US ABOUT FINANCING FOR:

• Land and lots
• Homes
• Equipment

• Livestock facilities
• Operating expenses
• And more!

capefearfarmcredit.com NMLS#
671714

800.368.5819

LOCALLY GROWN.
LOCALLY FINANCED.

Steve weeks Shares His Love of Beekeeping

Photos by Chase Jordan | Sampson Independent

All Hail To The Queen
Queen cells grown on a
frame on Steve Weeks’ bee farm.
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4:00-5:30 Monday through Friday. 
Come check it out!

(Dine In Only)
We have all of our simply grilled 

entrees for $10! 
(salad bar not included)

100 Westover Rd Clinton NC 28328

910-590-2550

$10Custom Wheels, New & Used 
Tires, Wholesale & Retail

Nitrogen Filling Station

Stop by 

Smith tire 
SaleS, inc.

for all your tire needs!

Owner - Darrell Smith
1824 Hobbton Highway

Clinton, NC 28328
910-592-7390

W ithout	 a	 bee	 suit,	 Steve	 Weeks	 calmly	
focused	 on	 the	 queen	 as	 other	 bees	
flocked	around	her.

Weeks	is	monitoring	the	mini	attention	magnet	inside	
a	two-frame	mating	box.	It’s	one	several	boxes	with	
a	queen	roaming	inside.	He	wants	to	have	10	by	the	
end	of	the	May	and	a	lot	more	in	the	summer.

“That’s	 my	 goal	 and	 I’m	 a	 goal-oriented	 type	
of	 person,”	 Weeks	 said	 about	 expanding	 bee	
production.	“It’ll	get	to	a	point	where	I	have	to	slow	
it	down.	But	the	people	I	talk	to	say	that	once	you	
figure	it	out,	you	can	be	as	big	as	you	want	to	be.”

In	another	week,	he’ll	put	the	queen	 inside	a	small	
introductory	 cage	 device	 with	 sugar	 and	 syrup.	
Soon,	she’ll	be	rescued	by	other	bees	looking	for	a	
leader	in	Weeks’	backyard.

Bees assist in pollinating a garden on Steve Weeks’ property.

By Chase Jordan
cjordan@clintonnc.com
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“They’ll	 get	 to	 the	 point	 where	 they	 want	 her	 so	
bad	that	they’ll	eat	through	here	to	get	her	out	and	
release	her	 into	 the	hive,”	Weeks	 said.	 “If	 you	put	
her	 right	 into	 the	 hive	 and	 they	 don’t	 accept	 her,	
they’ll	kill	her.”

Once	 a	month	 he	 splits	 the	 hives	 to	 produce	 new	
colonies.	He	leaves	each	one	queen-less	for	24	hours.	
It’s	something	the	average	bee	desperately	needs.

“She	controls	everything,”	Weeks	said.

He	marks	 the	queens	with	different	colors	 to	keep	
track	of	them	by	putting	a	red	dot	on	their	thorax.	
For	2018	color	is	red.

“That	identifies	the	age	of	that	queen,”	Weeks	said.

The	majority	of	bees	in	a	hive	are	female	and	there’s	
enough	 drones	 to	 reproduce	 with	 the	 queen.	 A	
good	 queen	 lays	 between	 1,000	 and	 2,000	 eggs	
each	day	to	keep	a	strong	population.	Strong	hives	
are	 less	 acceptable	 to	 damaging	hive	 beetles,	wax	
moths	 and	 other	 pests.	 Behind	 his	 home,	 Weeks	
works	with	honey	producing	bees	and	provides	their	
needs.	He	also	made	five-frame	hives,	which	are	later	Bees flock around the queen on a two-frame mating box.

In the afternoon, Steve Weeks feeds bee by providing them a sugar 
water substance. The hives are painted different colors so queen 
bees know where to return after mating flights.
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The thousands of North Carolinians 
involved in Pork production, 
processing and packaging are 
constantly looking for —and 
finding — new and innovative ways 
to humanely raise their animals, 
further the quality of the meat and 
put new technologies to work in 
their operations to bring you a safe, 
wholesome and affordable pork.
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transferred	 to	 a	 10-frame	 structure.	 The	 goal	 is	 to	
not	give	them	any	more	work	than	what	they	can	do.	
With	the	nearest	pond	a	mile	away,	Weeks	supplies	
a	chicken	water	feeder	with	rocks	are	inside	to	keep	
the	bees	from	drowning.

“I	 enjoy	 raising	 the	 bees,”	Weeks	 said.	 “I	want	 to	
have	as	many	hives	as	I	can	look	after.”

At	the	beginning	of	the	year,	he	started	with	three	
hives.	Now,	he	has	 12	 and	a	 few	months	 later,	 the	

goal	will	rise	to	30.	He	started	five	years	ago	when	his	
garden	was	not	getting	enough	pollen.	Now,	Weeks	
enjoys	larger	vegetables	and	they	taste	better.

“I’ve	 spent	 a	 lot	 of	 money	 on	 this	 and	 have	 not	
received	 anything	 in	 return,”	 he	 said	 with	 a	 smile	
and	 chuckle.	 “The	 first	 time	 that	 I	 started	 raising	
bees,	I	got	10	jars	of	honey	and	it	only	cost	me	fifteen	
hundred	dollars.”

In	future,	he	would	like	to	sell	some	bees	and	queens	
after	he	retires.	When	Weeks	is	not	watching	bees,	
Weeks	 installs	 surveillance	 systems	 for	 the	 North	
Carolina	Department	of	Public	Safety.

“The	 thing	 about	 bees	 is	 that	 there’s	 so	 much	 to	
learn,”	 Weeks	 said	 about	 the	 daily	 process.	 “This	
year	is	a	big	learning	process	for	me	because	I	never	
tried	to	expand	this	rapidly.”

Bees	are	 responsible	 for	about	$15	billion	worth	of	
crops.	Weeks	enjoys	doing	his	part	to	help	with	the	
process.

“They’re	 super	 important,”	 he	 said.	 “If	 the	 bees	
were	 lost,	 we	would	 lose	 one-third	 of	 the	world’s	
food	supply	at	one	time.”

One	of	the	threats	that	bee	supporters	are	facing	is	
Varroa	mites.	For	bees,	Weeks	compared	to	having	
a	 12-inch	 tick	 on	 a	 human’s	 back.	 He	 said	 they’ve	
arrived	through	ships	from	other	countries.

“Twenty-five	years	ago,	there	was	not	Varroa	mites	
in	 this	 country	 and	 Russia’s	 been	 fighting	 Varroa	
mites	 for	 150	years,”	Weeks	said.	“Their	bees	have	
become	more	adaptable	to	living	in	the	environment	
with	them.	Our	bees	are	not.	We	have	to	stay	on	top	
of	them	and	we	have	to	constantly	inspect	our	hives.	
If	 you	 raise	bees	 in	North	America,	 you	got	Varroa	
mites.”

To	 treat	 the	 Varroa	 mites,	 bee	 producers	 use	 a	
special	vaporized	acid.	After	it’s	fogged	into	the	hive	
it	forms	a	crystal	which	kills	the	Varroa	mites.

As	 a	member	 of	 the	 Sampson	 County	 Beekeepers	
Association,	 Weeks	 encourages	 other	 residents	 to	
get	involved	and	to	not	be	intimated	by	critters	and	
Varroa	 mites.	 For	 people	 who	 feel	 overwhelmed	
in	 the	beginning,	 they	can	 seek	guidance	 from	 the	
association	and	other	organizations.

“Anybody	 will	 help	 you,”	 Weeks	 said.	 “I’ve	 got	

Steve Weeks searches for a queen bee after pulling a frame from a 
mating box.

Steve Weeks designs a pollen substitute for bees.
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Every Wednesday 
from June-July 

receive half off 
refills for 20lb 
grill cylinders. 

Limit of 2. 

Summer is The Perfect Time For Grilling

The Most Versatile 
Cooking Device Ever...
It’s a Grill, an Oven, 

and a Smoker!

Quality. Performance. Durability. Burners that Last...and Last
Built for a Lifetime

www.parkergas.com
Clinton

1504 SunSet Avenue  •  (910) 592-3942
newton Grove

214 McLAMb RoAd  •  (910) 594-0932
Mount olive

131 n. centeR St. • (919) 658-2455

Starting June-July receive 5% OFF
THE PURCHASE OF A NEW GRILL and 10% OFF

of any grilling accessories.
(excLudeS big gReen egg PRoductS.)

We owe a debt of 
gratitude

 to our farmers

204 A Wall St., Clinton NC 28328
P-910-590-2992/F910-590-2992 | admin@elcrealestate.com

Georgina Zeng
Broker in charge

Alicia Sumner

Ellis Ray Costin

Jason Walters

Kimberly Lee CostinReal Estate Inc

MAR-CEL Co. InC.
Hwy. 24, Clinton  910-592-7796 | Monday-Friday 8:30 to 5:30

Follow Us On

Serving Sampson County for over 48 years!

For all oF your Spring Cleaning needS, Come See uS!

now open on Saturday’S From 9am-1pm

Sampson County
Farmers...

We are here because of you.

Thank You!
(Located on Backside of

Sandpiper Seafood)
590-2855

 Mon-Tues Closed  •  Wed-Thurs 5 - 9 pm
Fri-Sat 5 - 11 pm  •  Sun 11 am - 3 pm

1370 Hobbton Hwy
Clinton, NC

592-8889
 Mon-Tues Closed • Wed-Fri 11 am - 9 pm

Sat 4 - 9pm • Sun 11am-3pm

00
83

02
23

Pollen is provided by Steve Weeks on his bee farm.

Bees feed on sugar water.
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Holding
Quality to a 

Higher
Standard

655 Pugh Road
Clinton, NC 28328

Phone: 910-592-5550

Hours: Mon - Fri: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 12:00 PM  

(Closed January and February)
Sunday: Closed

Friday
Beer, BBQ & Live Music!

Gates Open at 5 pM

nO sLeeves MaGic: 5 pM
eMBers: 7-1O pM

saturday
aLL day entertainMent

9 aM - 10 pM

GARY LOWDER &
SMOKIN’ HOT: 1-3 PM

CATALINAS: 4-6 PM
ENTERTAINERS: 7-10 PM

FARM FRESH LOCAL 
BLUEBERRIES

5K RUN & 1 MILE WALK

ARTS & CRAFT VENDORS

FOOD VENDORS

CAR SHOW

KIDS ACTIVITIES AND RIDES

TOUR DE BLUEBERRY

JUNE 15 & 16, 2018

help	 and	when	 I	 had	 problems,	 I	 call	 one	 of	 these	
guys	who’ve	been	doing	 it	 for	a	 long	time.	 It’s	 real	
reassuring	 when	 you	 have	 someone	 help	 you	 do	
it.	 You’re	going	 to	 run	 into	 stuff	 that	 you’ve	never	
seen.”

Weeks	 is	now	comfortable	near	calm	bees	without	
a	beekeepers	suit	covering	his	body.	If	the	bees	are	
angry,	 it’s	a	different	matter.	The	genetic	calmness	
comes	from	mixing	bees	from	different	areas.	If	bees	
stay	 in	 one	 area	 too	 long	 they	 can	 become	 angry.	
One	of	his	queens	came	all	the	way	from	Mississippi.

“This	is	fun	when	you	come	out	here	and	you	don’t	
have	 a	bee	 suit	 on,”	he	 said.	 “You	 can	 look	 at	 the	
bees	and	you	don’t	want	to	come	out	here	and	get	
attacked	all	the	time.”
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PROGRAMS OF STUDY 
Agricultural Teacher Education

Agribusiness

Agricultural Production Systems with 
concentrations in
Animal Science

Environmental & Natural Resources
Outreach & Extension Education

CULTIVATING AGRICULTURE’S FUTURE

800-653-0854
UMO.EDU/AG

@UMOAgriculture

dId You KNoW?

– Back Yard Beekeepers Association

•	 Honeybees	are	not	native	to	the	USA.	They	are	European	in	origin,	and	were	brought	to	
North	America	by	the	early	settlers.

•	 The	queen	bee	can	live	for	several	years.	Worker	bees	live	for	6	weeks	during	the	busy	
summer,	and	for	4-9	months	during	the	winter	months.

•	 The	practice	of	honey	collection	and	beekeeping	dates	back	to	the	stone-age,	as	
evidenced	by	cave	paintings.

•	 The	honeybee	hive	is	perennial.	Although	quite	inactive	during	the	winter,	the	honeybee	
survives	the	winter	months	by	clustering	for	warmth.	By	self-regulating	the	internal	
temperature	of	the	cluster,	the	bees	maintain	93	degrees	Fahrenheit	in	the	center	of	the	
winter	cluster	(regardless	of	the	outside	temperature).
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CookingWithSmithfield         SmithfieldBrand @SmithfieldBrand

©2017 Smithfield

THE  HER I TAGE  YOU  
TRUST.

THE  FL AVOR  YOU  DEMAND.
For over 80 years at Smithfield, we’ve been committed to producing the highest quality  
foods. Today, we proudly offer a wide selection of breakfast products, along with our  

premium ham, smoked sausage and lunchmeat that we know you love.   

For great meal ideas, visit smithfield.com
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